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Original Articles. 


MENTAL HYGIENE.’ 
By S. V. CLEVENGER, M.D., 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


HE shorter the title of a paper, the more the 

subject includes, and certainly there can be 

no more gigantic undertaking than that involved in 

a discussion of healthy mentality and its preserva- 
tion. 

We are met at the outset by the necessity of adopt- 
ing one of the two main doctrines concerning the 
nature of mind: the dualistic, the more ancient 
theory, that mind is spiritual, and independent of 
the body, subject to the caprice and jugglery of un- 
seen agencies; or the monistic, which holds that 
mental phenomena are products of the bodily work 
ings. This latter view is the only one the educated 
physician can adopt as affording safe bases from 
which profitable study can be made. 

Under the microscope, the tissues of which we are 
composed are resolved into multitudinous cellular 
organisms, just as communities of individuals com- 
pose colonies. One of our earliest lessons in physi- 
ology concerns the development of the human being, 
as well as every other animal, except the unicellular, 
from a single cell dividing into two, four, eight, six- 
teen, thirty-two, and thus progressively into count- 
less billions of cells which cohere, but differentiate, 





1 Read before the Woman’s Sanitary Association of Illinois, 
muairy 4, 1890. 





to form organs and tissues, in an orderly, step-by-step 
progress ; sofme forms being arrested at certain stages 
and remaining as worms, eels, fish, batrachians, rep- 
tiles, marsupials, apes; or, as in the case of the 
human being, passing in a few months rapidly 
through embryonic processes that more or less faith- 
fully copy the evolutions which require ages from 
the egg, or single-cell stage, through the merula or 
multicellular stage of fission, the gastrula, the worm- 
like stage, the eel-like, fish-like, the ape-like stage, 
in which mankind very largely remains to-day. And 
I say it in all seriousness: The majority of men are 
merely anthropoids; man has the same structure, 
the same instincts, the same views of life, the identi-. 
cal greed and cunning of his tailless cousins, the four 
higher apes—the gibbon, the ourang, the chimpan- 
zee, and gorilla. 

. Strip man of civilized surroundings, his houses, 
clothing, telegraphs, railroads, the conditions into, 
which he is born, the product of the few brain-work= 
ers who lived before him, and you have the ignorant 
ape-like backwoodsman, with a vocabulary of a few 
dozen words. 

It seems a dispiriting, discouraging thing to con- 
sider that man is not only an animal, but sometimes 
the lowest. Face the knowledge, and make stren- 
uous efforts to develop traits more man-like. ~ Know 
that reversion is all too easy. In India, wolves carry 
away children who, when recaptured, cannot be ‘in- 
structed out of wolfish ways; they go on all fours, 
growl, snap, and tear raw food with teeth and hands. 
The human snob has his counterpart in the house- 
dog, who barks at the ragged tramp, and fawns upon 
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the well-dressed passer-by. Gratitude is as rare 
among men as among animals, and the brutalities 
of the sixteenth century thrive to some extent in the 
nineteenth, in our prisons, almshouses, and insane 
asylums. Witness the savage cruelty of most young 
children, the rapacity and greed of politicians—espe- 
cially the saloon-keeping alderman and legislator ; 
notice the child-like ignorance of those who are 
duped into voting for such personages, and then re- 
flect if each and every one of us may not do some- 
thing toward lessening the brutalities about us; 
toward ‘‘ making our little corner of the earth less 
ignorant and more humane,’ as Huxley advises. 

The search for knowledge by the few is the great 
cause for elevation. As the curiosity of the ape. 
makes him superior to other animals, the more 
knowledge possessed and utilized, the higher the 
man, and the more deserving he will be. 

A little thought will reveal that higher knowledge 
necessarily engenders kind-heartedness, and fits man 
better for social duties. 

The education or training of the hand and eye, or 
other sense organs, develops a greater quantity of 
nerve connections in the brain, known as correlating 
fibers; manipulatory skill is distinctively human, 
and the most remarkable thing is, that while man is 
not the only musical animal, nor the only one that 
builds, and uses tools or weapons, no brute has been 
known to make pictures. The supremacy afforded 
by hand-training is apparent when the lifeless hand 
of the idiot is compared with the dexterous one of 
the pianist, and musician generally, that of the 
artist, watchmaker, machinist, writer, teacher. 
Even the shoemakers and blacksmiths are, for the 
advantage of the world, the intellectual superiors of 
the useless, oppressive, luxuriating, wealthy, and 
so-called nobility. 

Yesterday, in the world’s history, stages toiled 
with our forefathers over miry roads. London streets 
were torch lighted; assassinations, plagues, great 
conflagrations, religious massacres, and misery 
abounded everywhere. Man can be traced back to 
the pastoral, and still further to the savage state, 
through the iron age, back to the bronze, the pol- 
ished stone or neolithic, the chipped stone or palzeo- 

lithic ages, and glimpses of his earliest civilization 
are found along the Nile, Euphrates, Tigris, Indus, 
Ganges, and Mediterranean. 

Primeval man was as speechless as the apes; his 





inarticulate cries and grunts slowly evolved into 
something like a language. Fuegians have very few 
words, and many tribes—such as the Australian and 
North American Indians—are unable to communi- 
cate with each other in the dark, as gesticulation 
cannot be seen, and upon it they depend mainly to 
understand one another. Speech is a sort of jaw and 
larynx gesticulation, that developed gradually, as 
use of the hands became differentiated. Every act 
and thought is caused by a motion among the parti- 
cles of the brain or nervous system, and, in turn, 
motion or changes in the position of bodily parts are 
effected. Indeed, all that life consists of is a certain 
definite molecular, and gross movement of the ma- 
terial particles or parts of the body. 


We know that the nervous elements control the 
muscular system, and that by the contraction of mus- 
clés the relative position of the bones or organs gen- 
erally are altered; but in thus citing cause and 
effect, we have been apt to regard the nervous con- 
trol as ultimate, or incomprehensible, and as being 
regulated by some power outside of muscles ; 
whereas, the nervous system is merely a portion 
of the machinery that completes the automatism of 
the animal. Let the heart stop beating, and that in- 
stant the brain and nerves cease to act—the animal 
is unconscious. Plainly, then, the nerves require 
blood to make them work. Putting together the 
results of physiological investigation, nerves require 
blood ; blood is food to the system ; it contains oxy- 
gen, which is food in a gaseous state ; food consists 
of chemical elements, so combined as to be assim- 
ilable by the nerves and other bodily parts in gen- 
eral; no food, no work; no chemical interchange, 
no thought, no emotion, no movement of any limb, 
no pulsation. ‘Thought, emotion, memory, the will, 
the everything in life, depends, then, upon definite 
chemical interchange. Making the simplest possible 
explanation of the nervous system (which incltdes 
the brain), it essentially consists of two parts, one of 
which is engaged in carrying inward to centers—such 
as the gray matter of the spinal cord and brain—cer- 
tain vibrations or explosions of nerve particles, and 
the other distributes these motions to movable parts. 
Thus, the eye nerves respond to light vibrations ; 
those of the ear to sound waves (between 16 and 
40,000 per second); those of the tongue, nostrils, 
and general skin surface, to still other rates of vi- 
bration ; and these molecular movements constitute 
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch sensations, 
carried in to the central nervous system over sensory 
nerves. The gray matter of the central nervous sys- 
tem, through the nutrition it gets from the blood, is 
every moment undergoing changes induced by these 
sensory impressions, just as a mine may be exploded 
by a fuse—not all at once, but in parts—and these 
little explosions are in turn the means of moving the 
chemical elements in the nerves of motion radiating 
to all the muscles of the body. Motion is thus in- 
duced in one or a group of muscles through succes- 
sive little explosions. When the explosion is a fierce 
one in the centers, it is likely to induce irregular and 
painful contractions, such as convulsions. 

A little thought, then, will enable you to see how 
automatic the body is; while bones move the body, 
muscles move the bones, and ‘nerves move the mus- 
cles ; the nervés themselves (the brain being nothing 
but a lot of nerves) are caused to act through mo- 
tions of minute and larger particles all around us and 
inside of us. 

Granting that the subject is not a simple one, and 
that you cannot see how such complex things as 
thought, memory, will power, affection, etc., can pos- 


can you describe the workings, or the reasons there- 
for, of the most ordinary engine, until yon have 
mastered its construction, and then applied a knowl- 








the ordinary engineer is content to dispose of with 


sibly be the product of chemical interchange ; neither _ 
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the statement that steam works it, and fire converts 
the water into steam. ; 

Of course, animal machinery and the vital force is 
more complex than the motive power and mechanism of 
a steam engine; but, in stating that it is more complex, 
you encounter the idea of degrees of difference be- 
tween the machine and the man, rather than radi- 
cally differing parts and forces. In fact, everything 
in the universe consist of chemical particles moved 
by physical energies. 

In surveying all animal life, we cannot deny men- 
tality, consisting of affections, repugnances, fear, 
anger, and other emotions, even thought in varying 
degrees to the lowest. The brain is undoubtedly the 
main organ of the mind in man; but that it is not 
its exclusive seat is apparent in the fact that some 
animals are nearly brainless, as the lamprey eel, and 
wholly so, as the centipede. Does mind reside in 
the nerve cells of the gray matter? Not necessarily ; 
for the amphioxus, a little Mediterranean animal, 
neither exclusively vertebrate nor invertebrate, but a 
cross between the two, has neither brain nor nerve 
cells ; further, there are some worms that possess not 
a‘ vestige of a nervous system, and yet exhibit intelli- 
gence, properly so called. Then we must infer that 
mentality is a property of the cell itself; that where 
a nervous system exists, it merely connects internun- 
cially the body cells for a better co-operative purpose 
—just as telegraph lines relate communities, but do 
not constitute more than a bond between the intelli- 
gence pre-existing in the peoples. In proportion as a 
finer structured brain appears in the animal scale, 
intellectual grades are higher. The nervous system 
correlates the bodily organs, and the brain correlates 
the nervous system—to what end? Simply for the 
more intelligent correspondence of discovered facts, 
impressions, bodily sensations. In a certain sense, 
the nerves are the banks for the storing of valuable 
representative material, and the brain is the clearing- 
house that takes cognizance of all the banks and 
their contents, the re-representative office. 

Briefly skimming an immense subject, in the cu- 
neus gyrus end of the occipital lobe of the brain 
everything that we have learned through eyesight is 
stored. How do we know this? Simply through 
destructive disease in that region obliterating the 
memory for things seen, while yet the eyesight re- 
mains. Destruction of this post-temporal region 
causes loss of the memory of spoken words. Further 
forward is a centre for speech, and obliquely upward 
is the remainder of the symbolic field, which con- 
trols the gesticulations, or arm and leg motions; 
' writing and speech are not symbolizing, and the su- 
perior development of these two faculties constitutes 
man’s supremacy over other animals. Between these 
areas, for the reception of permanent impressions, 
pass infinitudes of fibrils, uniting the memory regions, 
correlating impressions of touch, taste, smell, sound, 
and sight, either properly or improperly—complexly 
in the educated person, less so in the ignorant. 

False co-ordinations are just as faithfully laid down 
through disease, as in the paranoiac or other insane 
person, or defective registrations may occur, as in the 
idiot and imbecile. Demonstrable facts: The gray 





= 
matter of the brain, in which these records are en- 


graved in fibrillar and cell terms, may remain largely 
neurogliar—approaching the primitive protoplasmic 
state, and be undeveloped, unresponsive to impress- 
ions, just as the skull is incapable of development 
in these same unfortunates. 

Now we approach. the main subject, and our pre- 
ceding apparent ramble begins to be explained. In 
all animals, this ¢abula rasa—the brain—possesses 
certain potentials, great in some, less in otiers, con- 
ferred by heredity, changed for the better ‘or worse 
by direct endowment. It is a wax tablet to impress- 
ions. ‘The olden_mens sana has much in it. Heart 
disease induces apprehension, anxiety, the Hippo- 
cratic countenance; a liver disease, the jaundiced 
disposition, as well as complexion. In this trouble, 
the brain does not get pure blood; it is irritated. 
Similarly, alcohol disturbs, and finally destroys the 
mind. Drugs of various kinds derange it. Tumors, 
degenerations, inflammations, wounds, variously dis- 
turb or deaden it; and so plain -it is that a healthy 
mentality can only obtain through the most propi- 
tious of bodily conditions, that the ignoring of this 
fact by the multitude can only be accounted for in 
Carlyle’s fool theory, or the equivalent notion that 
our pithecoid man or anthropoid ape neighbors sel- 
dom think for themselves. _ 

Every child has not only the right to be well born, 
but well raised—physically and mentally ; and to do 
this properly, the evolutionary method must be ad- 
hered to. Nature should not be cramped or diverted, 
but assisted. First of all, everything that tends to 
build up, whilst health in early life should be the 
main consideration. Girls as well as boys should 
have their lungs and limbs developed. The evolu- 
tionary progress should be duly regarded, as each 
person copies in his life the history of the race. 
Turn the small monkeys out of doors; let them 
climb fences and trees, and race through dirt and 
puddles, as did their prototypes over ancestral sim- 
ians. Living in bell glasses, milking over sewers, 
is far less cleanly and healthful. Precocity should 
be discouraged. Teach children facts rather than 
fancies, and murder any one who attempts to fill their 
little noddles with ghost stories. Children and adults 
have, through past ages, had enough superstitious 
training in cowardice. Substitute faith in natural 
laws, and teach that mystery is only something that 
thay possibly be explained. Herbert Spencer’s little 
work on ‘‘Education’’ every mother should study. 
I say mother, because it is she who determines the 
child’s character in early life in most things. The. 
father’s influence is more general ; hers more direct 
and multitudinous. Through life, it is to the mother 
that the heart warms with recollections of her end- 
less, uncomplaining devotion. There is something 
wrong when this is not the case, and where social in- 
famies among the rich or the degradedly poor cut 
off mother’s nurture, the crime shall be surely 
atoned for by society in the liberation upon it of 
dolts or criminals. 

The preservation of the mental health of the pub- 
lic largely rests with the women. It is they who 
will come to see the need of bettering our present 
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traditional methods of teaching the young, and 


when womankind has acknowledged political busi- 
ness and social equality, her influence for the better 
upon posterity will be incalculable. Her present 
station is but in obedience to the law of survival of 
the fittest. She is not so physically strong as man, 
and she has physiological disadvantages in the battle 
of life that place her, in many respects, second in the 
struggle. But this can be largely compensated. It 
is a fact that women cannot gainsay that they need 
to be educated to an appreciation of what equal 
rights will accomplish before they will take very 
much interest therein. ; 

I firmly believe that adverse legislation for women 
will exist as long as men have the exclusive right to 
make laws. Did the master ever recognize a slave’s 
‘right to anything? Did not the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court decide, in the famous Dred Scott 
case, that the ‘‘ negro has no rights the white man is 
bound. to respect?’’ So to-day, the decisions are 
mainly for man and his interests. Just as Negroes 
could be found to defend slavery, and Mormon 
women polygamy, so, to-day, many women as little 
understand how much both man and woman would 
be intellectually and materially benefited if equal 
rights obtained. 

For the sake of social and individual mental 
health, let there be freedom for all, and the sexes 
will find what each can and cannot accomplish, and 
adjust to the new circumstances. Preconceived no- 
tions ef woman’s proper place should not be enter- 
tained, for things turn out very differently from what 
we expect, and the old rustic maxim should be laid 
to heart : 

: “Don’t ye never profesy, onless ye know.” 

Twenty years ago, women in business offices had 
no standing in ‘‘sassiety.’’ The empty-headed snobs 
who sucked canes in club-house windows, glared at 
them impudently, and ‘‘fine ladies’’ avoided contact 
or converse with them. To-day, the type-writer— 
pretty and ugly—the phonographer, the dry goods 
clerk, the telegrapher, etc., may actually be women 
and thought none the less of, evidently, when mer- 
chants keep marrying them. These clerkly, profes- 
sional, or tradeswomen wives become the very best 
of mothers ; for they have an intelligent idea of what 
the world really is, and can make their motherly love 
more effective in training their children, and pointing 
out the pitfalls they will encounter. 

Only the most cursory survey of our subject can 
be made to-night, and we must now turn to the path- 
ological aspects: The mentally unsound, the crim- 
inals, the debauched, the insane, are products of 

diseased social, as well as faulty individual, condi- 
tions. Let us see our standing with regard to them. 
There is a natural shrinking from the subject, and it 
is rare that philanthropy goes to the extreme of doing 
any genuine work in prison and other reforms. Most 
societies with such ostensible objects are dilettante ; 
their members usually know but little—and care less 
—about the subjects, and soon disband. 

Alcohol causes half the insanity, nine tenths of the 

_ pauperism, and isa great factor in criminality in our 
midst. Whiskey dealers manufacture criminals and 


insane unrestricted, and then we, the free and en- 
lightened people, actually put our charitable and 
penal institutions, containing these insane and crim- 
inals and paupers, into the hands and under the man- 
agement of the very element that created them. The 
saloon, the gambling-house, the brothel, the burglar's 
den dictate who shall fill our offices. Occasionally, 
hysterical reform movements, usually originated for 
political purposes, bubble up here and there; but 
matters regain their primitive damnability, and the 
rumseller officially follows his victims to the:grave— 
hastens them there, and robs the taxpayer for such 
services. 

I have uniformly found that woman’s sympathetic 
heart enables her to put down the party bigotry that 
clings to man, and listen understandingly to the rea- 
sons why the very lowest and most degraded of our 
kind can hoodwink men through their prejudices, 
passions, and indifference, into espousing so-called 
party principles, while the apparently opposite fac- 
tions are really under the control of a single combi- 
nation of thieves and murderers. 

It is to the women of the future and the present 
we must appeal for the mental salvation of our na- 
tion. They should know the significance of foreign 
political educational schemes taking root in our 
midst under the guise of religion. 

They should see that the public school system and 
curriculum is in danger of being blighted by the 
whiskey breaths of rum-selling aldermen, or de- 
streyed under religious pretexts. 

They should examine into the causes of crime and 
insanity in our midst,-and give their well-meaning 
but ignorant lords not only information, but punches 
toward reform. Let them help to construct the vest- 
pocket tickets of their husbands, fathers, sons, until 
they can vote themselves. First and foremost, let 
them surrender their yellow-backed novels for works 
on political economy and sociology, and drop, quiet 
suggestions at the fireside that will rankle in the old 
man’s breast until they become part of him, and he 
believes that he deserves credit for having thought it 
all out himself. Drop emotionalism and hysterics ; 
cultivate thoughtfulness. Then note not only your 
increased physical and mental betterment, but that 
the whole world of men and women is growing hap- 
pier, healthier, because wiser. 





ELECTRICITY VS. LAPAROTOMY IN EXTRA- 
UTERINE PREGNANCY. 
By WILLIAM R. .D. BLACKWOOD, M.D., 

: PHILADELPHIA, j 

HE paper from the pen of Dr. Grandin, in the 

TIMES AND REGISTER of February 22, is a timel 
one ; it is one which cannot be read by any physician 
engaged in obstetric practice (or in general practice, 
with the exception of confinements, as in my own 
case), without causing him to consider what is 
his whole duty to his patient, should he be unfortu- 
nately called on to treat a condition which is not at all 
uncommon, and one responsible in the past for many 





deaths set down to causes more or less obscure, but 


' which now, in this age of improvements,.is not diffi- 
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cult to diagnose correctly, except in some few in- 
stances. In saying this, I am well aware that the 
great English surgeon who leads all gynecologists 
in the way of successful results (after abdominal 
operations), denies the possibility of a correct diagno- 
sis in such cases aside from abdominal section ; but, 

then, some Englishmen are as hard to convince of 
the ability of others to do what they cannot, as the 
Scotch are in the way of comprehending a joke with- 
out preliminary trephining. Laparotomists are, of 
all men, the hardest to get out of the ‘‘section”’ 
groove ; they see deplorable dangers and untold ago- 
nies ahead of refusal of a woman to submit to the 
knife, when any pelvic disorder kas troubled them for 
a time, in which the ovaries—the tubes—or any 
uterine annexa may be involved, either actually or 
through mere suspicion on the part of the doctor. 

The appendages of the womb are, in the opinion of 
too many gynecologists, pestiferous; they are out of 
place in the female when inside her, and they can’t 
hurt her when removed ; anyhow, even if there is no 
evidence of disease after careful microscopic exami- 
nation whenshe issafely delivered ofthem in the latest 
style of the art—all the stylish adjuncts to the great 
operation being combined—and the bill run up to the 
highest possible notch (which is the mainspring in 
most of the cases when a professor does the work), or 
the name got into print when the laparotomist is a 
youngster laying out anchors to windward for future 
fame. 

Since 1872 I have operated by electricity on nine 
cases of ectopic gestation, and the women are all yet 
alive except one, and she died from the results of 
a subsequent laparotomy done against my advice, 
and done criminally, for the diagnosis was absolutely 
unjustifiable, as proved by the subsequent autopsy 
in my presence. She had, at the time of her death, 
‘the shrivelled remains of the previous extra-uterine 
pregnancy in the tube, although it had shrunk 
about one-half its size from the application of galvan- 
ism. This was two years after my treating her, and 
had she permitted me to continue the galvanism, I 
have no doubt whatever that the entire ovum would 
have been absorbed. Fortunately, however, the 
little remnant was a silent, but speaking, proof of 
the ability of some one to diagnose her condition on 
the first occasion, and although one physician did 
support me, both in my opinion and my suggestion 
to apply electricity, another; of high standing, de- 
murred on both points. The latter quoted Tait, and 
the other relied on his good common-sense ; he was 
right, and the electricity did the work successfully. 

At the risk of being thought egotistical (which 
will be an erroneous and cruel idea), I want to say, 
‘before going farther, that for twenty-nine years I 
‘have been a truly general practitioner—that is, I have 
done all my work, medical, surgical, aural and oph- 
thalmic, obstetric and gynecological, myself; I have 
been of little use to.consultants, who thrive on the 
fears of those.who don’t like to do the work which 


they should be thoroughly able:to do if they are quali-. 
fied to practise their profession honestly and honorably. | 
Nine yeass’ army service (including the war). com- 


spelled ronisseties eee work; and the five yeae 
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of that service following the ‘“unpleasantness’’ made 
me do work that, had I been near enough to some 
of the “‘ big guns’’ of to-day, might have made me 
weak enough to-have given them a fee—but I could do 
no better (or, my patients could do no better than 
have me), so I sailed in and got along, as a rule, 
all right. For some ten or twelve years past I have 
declined confinements, and my patients have largely 
been classed as nervous (of both sexes) and gyneco- 
logical (of one sex, although I have some “‘old 
women’’ of the male persuasion to treat at times). 
It has happened to me more than once, to have a 
woman ask me if it would not be a good idea to take 
out her ovaries, so well is the public being educated 
on this modern fad ; and, in one notable instance, 
these organs (or impedimenta) were abstracted by a 
female spayer, and now the victim is bemoaning the 
inability of some one to fit her with another lot— 
whether for subsequent removal or not, I don’t 
know ! 

In suggesting that I was not egotistical, I started 
out to say that, like the child and the pig in the 
story, I don’t understand hints, and, not being 
blessed with this accomplishment, I always state 
myself plainly. So, in this paper, I desire to state. 
plainly what I think of the subject of ectopic gesta- 
tion with reference to its treatment; and I take the 
ground firmly and with an honest belief, that it is. 
criminal to insist on laparotomy as the only, or the: 
proper, method of meeting and overcoming this de-. 
plorable emergency. I am assured that, properly 
used and thoroughly used, electricity is at once the: 
safest and the best agent for the relief of the sufferer. 
The instances to which I refer as occurring in my 
private or consultant practice were all confirmed, so. 
far as the diagnosis went, by at least one, and in all 
but two cases by three, competent physicians besides. 
myself. There is, therefore, no good ground for say- 
ing that a mistake was made as to the real cause of 
the illness in each person. All were pregnant, at: 
least two, but not more than four months at the 
time the currents were used ; and I hold that, under 
three months, there is not alone less danger from 
electricity than from laparotomy, but that there is 
none whatever, when (always provided) judgment is 
had in the work done. I may say here that, in one 
instance, rupture had undoubtedly happened ;_ for, 
besides the exhaustion consequent upon hemorrhage 
efter the diagnosis had been made, the extravasation 
in the Douglas cul-de-sac was quite evident. This 
was rapidly absorbed under galvanism, and the pa- . 
tient has since become a mother with twins. If the 
idea that multiple pregnancy arises from ova being 
sent to the uterus from both ovaries is true, the rent 
in the tube must, in this instance, have been solidly. 
repaired, or she had more than the usual comple- 
ment. 

I agree with what Dr. Grandin has to say in -his 
argument in all but one particular, and that is in the . 
selection of ‘the current. I hold that the tet 
power of faradism is the sixe gua non in destr 
the embryo. After-its destruction, absorption ‘is 
a certainty, under.galvanism persistently used. ‘I do 
not getiani that eraerd RET is desirable or 
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| 
unavoidable in the after-treatment of such women as 


have had electrocide practised on the embryo. 

My method is to apply one pole by a cup-shaped 
electrode to the mass per vaginam ; to cover closely 
by compression the tumor externally on the abdo- 
men; and then to urge the current up to the full 
strength of the machine. Ina few minutes there is 
absolute anzesthesia of the parts caused, and no un- 
comfortable feeling is experienced by the patient. I 
' further hold that the seance should be of at least one 
hour’s duration, and I followed my last six cases by 
galvanism at the termination of the faradism, not 
only to secure whatever absorptive effect might occur 
at this early date, but to avoid the possibility of a 
mistake, should the constant current be the better— 
although I do not believe that it is. 

In an article on ‘‘ Electricity as a Means of Carry- 
ing out the Death Penalty,’’ I gave my reasons for 
holding the opinion that faradism is the current to be 
used, and this opinion was the outcome of a careful 
and extended series of experiments, which were nar- 
rated in that article, and enforced by others alluded 
to in a report on a case of extra-uterine pregnancy 
treated by electricity elsewhere. To save those crit- 
ics who have more than once referred to this paper as 
being inconsistent with my position as an anti-vivi- 
sectionist, from wasting any more ink, I desire to say 
that every animal used was eithercondemned to death 
as an article of food, or was killed to relieve it from 
suffering through disease or accident. All were 
killed, and killed instantaneously ; but I don’t think 
the embryo can be disposed of that quickly, taking 
into account the resistance of the tissues to be trav- 
ersed and other circumstances entering into the prob- 
lem. It will take some stronger evidence than the 
say-so of men who know nothing about electricity to 
overcome my belief as here expressed; and, from a 
pretty large acquaintance with practitioners at large, 
and knowing that laparotomists look through selfish 
spectacles when they bulldoze people into operations 
‘which are uncalled for, I find that those who decry 
electricity the loudest are those who own nothing 
more than a cheap, so-called ‘‘battery,’’ useless in 
itself, and useless to them if expert use is demanded 
of it. 

Dr. Grandin has truly said, that no harm can arise 
from the employment of this agent—he might have 
gone further and told his readers that the electrical 
method of curing this condition does not require the 
services of an expert ; for any sensible physician can 
do the work, and that is just what is the matter with 
most of these spayers—their trade is being curtailed ! 
See here: in a recent case of presumed extra-uterine 
pregnancy, in which I was-asked to assist at the 
laparotomy, the operator not only refused to delay 
the section for a day or two (meantime using electric- 
ity himself or letting me do it), but, when he opened 
the abdomen and confirmed the diagnosis, he not 
alone removed the tube at fault, but he cut the other 
out with the utmost complacence, as a matter of routine! 
How about that? There was nothing wrong with 
the second ovary or'tube removed. Why destroy it? 
Was this professional? was it honest? was it hon- 


ing on him as her guardian when in trouble, and 
when unable, through the unconsciousness of anzs- 
thesia, to defend herself? I might go further in this 
matter—maybe I will, after a while. 

I have always held it to be my duty to my patient, 
learning of her pregnancy (when I was actively prac- 
tising in that department), to watch her through her 
entire term ; not simply waiting the summons to her 
bedside when labor supervened ; and in all my time I 
have not lost one case from any of the complications 
incident to parturition. More than this, I have lost 
but one in a_long roll of cases after delivery, and 
that was an instance in which violence brought on 
the confinement, and peritonitis carried her off. The 
same care of women by general practitioners would 
detect ectopic gestation before it had advanced to the 
danger-point ; and then the use of electricity would 
save many who now are lost, despite the brilliant 
advance made of late in abdominal surgery, because 
of section, which sometimes kills in the best hands ; 
whereas electricity cannot do so, unless culpable care- 
lessness is evidenced. 

I am not, as some of my friends think, wedded to 
electricity as a cure-all; I refuse, not infrequently, 
its use in cases sent to me by physicians, because 
there is no evident demand for its employment ; 
and many people wonder why I won’t accommo- 
date their fancy by selecting it in preference to 
other therapeutic agents; but, nevertheless, from 
thirty years’ experience in its study, and a good 
number, more recently, in its application to matters 
aside from medicine, I have some idea of its value. 
It would be better for the people at large, if they were 
maltreated more with electro-therapeutics, in lieu of 
laparotomy, and be less expensive. In the one case 
they could resent undue force; in the other they do 
not know how much of their internal (or zzfernal) 
anatomy they are minus of until it is too late! They 
are wide awake under the current; they are sound 
asleep under the knife. Suppose the profession awakes 
for a while to the fact that laparotomists are not infalli- 
ble ; their essentials of three years ago are now obso- 
lete: (stretching every woman’s urethra an inch 
wide, or cutting off her clitoris). Try spaying on the 
men, who do need something of the sort; and start 
with those who are so direfully afflicted with the 
prevailing fever for ridding our sisters, our cousins, 
and our aunts of those mysterious contraptions which 
the Lord put into theni for no known purpose. Give 


some of the ladies a chance! 
246 NORTH TWENTIETH STREET. 








Moser, of Hamburg, reports as follows, in refer- 
ence to the use of hot air inhalations in phthisis pul- 
monalis and phthisis laryngis. He tried it with twenty 
patients, and had them inhale daily air at a tempera- 
ture varying from 320° degrees F. to 464° F; these 
inhalations were continued about three months. . 
Several suffered from burns in the mouth, and one 
lost one-half the uvula, while two or three suffered 
each time from cedema of the post-wall of the larynx. 
He found that no change whatever took place in the 
cases. of phthisis pulmonalis, while in the casesiof 





orable? was it his full duty to a woman depend- 
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phthisis laryngis he saw good results.—Ber/. K7. Woch. 
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Society Notes. 


ALLEGHENY COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Special Meeting, February 19, 1890. 
W. S. FostEr, M.D., President, in the Chair. 


TRACHEOTOMY FOR FOREIGN BODY. 


‘R. MURDOCH: A little boy was brought to 

the West. Penn. Hospital recently, who five 

days before was lying on his back with a grain of 
corh in his mouth; he took a violent paroxysm of 
laughter, suddenly gave a very long inspiration, and 
immediately was seized with a paroxysm of cough- 
ing and strangling. The parents, who knew that 
the boy had the corn in his mouth, surmised it had 
gone ‘‘the wrong way,”’ and into his windpipe, and 
commenced—as is customary with people in such 
cases—to slap him on his back ; and, not succeeding 
in relieving his paroxysms of coughing, they sought 
assistance from their family physician, who came 
and gave the child an emetic. The child vomited 
profusely, but was not relieved. He continued to 
cough, had violent paroxysms that night and all the 
following day, and then still further relief was 
sought, and every effort was made to dislodge this 
grain of corn from the windpipe. The child was 
inverted, shaken, and slapped violently on the back ; 
still other emetics were given, but no relief came, 
and the father brought the little fellow to the hos- 
pital. He.then presented every appearance of a 
child suffering from cedema of the lungs. The skin 
of the face was livid. The child was evidently in 
great distress, breathing with considerable difficulty, 
and every few moments he would be taken with 
violent paroxysms of coughing. On examination of 
his chest, I was unable to detect any abnormality in 
either lung by auscultation or percussion. But from 
the history of the case, and from the other symptoms, 
] thought we were warranted in opening the wind- 
pipe. Before putting the child under an anesthetic, 
I inverted him and shook him, but the corn was not 
dislodged from its position. He was then anzesthe- 
tized .with chloroform, and that procedure was re- 
peated without good effect. An incision was then 
made into the trachea ; the second, third, and fourth 
rings of the trachea were divided, and when the for- 
ceps were introduced into the trachea, the child gave 
a violent inspiration and then a violent expiration, 
and at once the corn came up from below and ap- 
peared at the opening. I made an effort to grasp it 
with the forceps, but failed, and it went back into 
the trachea. Then, by introducing a pair of narrow- 
bladed forceps to try to get the corn, the.irritation of 
the forceps seemed to excite another paroxysm of 
coughing; the boy made another inspiration and 
after it an expiration, and the corn was thrown away 
across the room, lodging some eight or ten feet from 
the boy. It was picked up, and found to be a very 
large grain. It must have been three-fourths of an 
inch in length, by half an inch wide, and a fourth of 
an inch thick; and it was in a swollen condition, and, 





demonstrates the value of the operation of tracheot- 





omy. I believe that if this body had been larger 
and more spherical, it would have probably lodged in 
the larynx. ‘That is the usual way children choke. 
If it is a spherical body, or a body like a piece of 
meat, it will be impacted in the larynx, and unless 


. the child is relieved at once, he necessarily perishes. 


When the body is angular, as a grain of corn, if 
lodged in the larynx, sufficient air can pass to sus- 
tain life. In all cases we are not so successful as I 
was in this one. Frequently, when the windpipe is 
opened, the surgeon is unable to get the foreign body. 
It may be impacted in one of the bronchial tubes, 
and even if it does not escape at the time of the op- 
eration, the chances of it escaping from an opening 
in the trachea are much greater than they would be © 
for it to escape through the larynx. 


DEAFNESS WITHOUT APPARENT LESION. 


Dr. ALLYN: A man in a mill was assisting a man 
much larger than himself at a roll; a link of a chain 
swung around and struck the larger man, breaking 
his nose and crushing his face, but simply pushing 
the smaller man to one side. This man showed no 
symptoms of prostration, and presented all the ap- 
pearances of being uninjured, with the one exception 
that, as he was taken up, he was absolutely deaf to 
all noises. Going over all the points, I failed to 
elicit one point further than the fact that he could 
not hear. He had no aphasia, there was no paraly- 
sis of any of the muscles of the body, of the eyes, or 
face. There was no paralysis of taste. The ear- 
drums were intact, the membrane being perfectly 
translucent and of the proper color, and no hemor. 
rhage known in the case at any time. It possesses 
the simple fact of there being absolute deafness in 
both ears, caused by being merely knocked over, and 
falling on the side of the head. I do not know what 
progress the case will make ; it is of recent origin. 


TREATMENT OF COMPOUND FRACTURES INVOLVING 
JOINTS. 


Dr. McCann: I would like to talk about the 
treatment of compound fractures involving the joints, - 
such as are attended by more or less destruction, not 
only of the bony tissues, but also of the soft parts in 
the vicinity of the injury. Such injuries result com- 
monly, as they have fallen under my observation, 
from two causes: first, accidents which happen to « 
brakemen in coupling cars in which the elbow is. 
caught between the ‘‘drawheads’’ or “‘ deadwoods’?_ : 
of a pair of cars. In putting in the link to make: the” 
coupling, or in attempting to drop the pin, the elbow - 
is caught directly between either the drawheads or 
the deadwoods. The result of this is an extensive 
fracture, involving the_elbow joint, with extensive _ 
laceration and bruising of the soft tissues. 

The second form of accident is that which involves . 
the ankle joint, and in which the foot is caught 
either beneath the wheel, or pinched by the brake- 
block. In one case, still under my care, the man fell — 
between the trucks, his foot falling so that not the — 
crown of the wheel, but the flange,. passed across the — 





evidently, had it remained much longer in the boy, 
_ it would have commenced to germinate. The case 


outer and dorsal surface of the foot, opening the 
ankle joint, but not cutting through the tendo 
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Achillis, though tearing the skin as far as the inner 
edge of that tendon. In another case, the accident 
involved the limb a little higher up, also opening the 
joint and crushing the astragalus. In the past, 
efforts to save such limbs usually resulted in a sec- 
ondary amputation, or in the death of the patient. 
The method of treatment is certainly a very import- 
ant element in the history of these cases. Under 
the old regime, the treatment usually adopted con- 
sisted in a sort of perfunctory cleansing of the 
wound, the application of carbolized oil or carbolic 
solution ; the limb was placed in the position deemed 
most favorable in the eyes of the surgeon, and the 
reparative powers of nature were trusted to either 
cure the foot, or to demonstrate the utter impossibil- 
ity of saving it, if the patient did not die in the effort 
to find out whether or not his foot should be cut off. 
Within the past few years this has been modified, 
and the practice now (and I presume it is so all over 
the world) is to be guided by the extent of the in- 
jury. If the bloodvessels and nerves are not in- 
volved, even if the bones be extensively crushed, an 
effort should be made to save the part; and this 
effort is comparatively simple, or rather the princi- 
ples upon which it should be carried out are simple. 
First, cleanse the wound thoroughly, remove every- 
thing, fragments of bone, of devitalized skin, of 
wood or iron, everything foreign or liable to be sep- 
tic. Then the limb should be thoroughly dressed 
antiseptically after being carefully washed in some 
solution, and the one I resort to is bichloride of mer- 
cury 1 to 1000 or I to 2000; the limb is then carefully 
put up in an antiseptic dressing, carefully but loosely 
applied so as not to constrict, but to protect the wound. 
If there is any tendency for the tissues to fall into 
such a shape that there will be pockets, I have no 
hesitancy in making counter openings and introduc- 
ing whatever number of drainage-tubes may be 
necessary to secure proper drainage for the wound 
secretions. Now, having done this, the limb is 
placed on a splint, care being taken that there is no 
constriction of any part, that there is no tight band- 
age, no application which can in any way interfere 
with the arterial circulation, or obstruct the return or 
venous circulation. The limb is elevated so as to 
favor the return circulation, and then dry heat is ap- 
plied externally to all the dressings. The first dress- 
ings should be of sublimated or iodoformed gauze ; 
borated or carbolated cotton is also applied to simply 
protect the wound by placing around it a sufficient 
amount of absorbent material, to exert a very moder- 
ate degree of elastic compression, and to prevent con- 
striction. Now, under this treatment, you will either 
discover at the end of twenty-four hours that your 
limb is saved or is absolutely lost, and, in the mean- 
time, you have protected your patient in the event of 
gangrene attacking the limb as a result of the trau- 
matism. You have protected your patient against 
sepsis ; and even if gangrene does occur, it does not 
spread with the rapidity it invariably assumes when 
the wound becomes septic. You have nothing to 
' fear from the occurrence of that acute, spreading 
gangrene—the ‘‘gangrene of inflammatory sepsis’’ 
s-which has been the curse of surgery in the-past: 








Usually at the end of twenty-four hours the first 
dressing should be changed, and it has been my habit 
to again cleanse the wound thoroughly, to pass a 

stream of some antiseptic fluid—usually the 1-2000 
bichloride solution— through the drainage-tubes. 

Usually you will find one or two of them filled with 

coagulated blood. This should be removed, and if 
the opening is large enough, it need not be replaced. 

The second dressing should be applied just as the 

first. After this second dressing, it is usually un- 

necessary to replace the dressing for seventy-two 
hours, or longer. A finger or toe should always be 
left uncovered, by which you can ascertain the con- 
dition of the extremities. If the toes or fingers con- 

tinue warm when you expose them, and the capillary 
circulation perfect, you have nothing to fear. Now, 

under this treatment, if infection does not occur, the 
wound surfaces are not irritated by septic material. 

Suppuration does not occur. The discharges which 
flow from the wound are trifling in amount. The 
wound itself is comparatively painless. If there be 
dead portions (and usually there are), dead fragments. 
of bone, dead shreads of skin or of bruised muscle 
remaining in the wound, of course they are foreign 
bodies; but the process of separation between the 
dead portion and the living goes on kindly, and with- 
out suppuration. Without going further into the 
details of treatment, I may state that this plan should 
be carried on until the whole surface of the wound is 
cicatrized. ‘The dressing does not require changing 
more than once in four or five days. Now, to close 
this matter, I may state that of all the cases I have 
treated, five have involved the ankle joint, two of 
them were complicated by fractures of leg bones, one 
of them with the splitting of the tibia for eight 
inches. In all, the joint was widely laid open, ex- 
tensive damage had been inflicted upon the bones, 
with great laceration and contusion of the foot and 
of the tissues around the ankle. In another instance, 
one in which the foot was caught under the flange of 
the wheel, by the patient falling between the trucks, 
the flange traveled up along the outer surface of the 
foot, opening the ankle joint, crushing through the 
bones of the foot, so that when the stitches—which 
were injudiciously applied—were cut, the crushed 
portion of the foot dropped apart. 

Now, under the method of treatment which I have 
advocated, thorough antiseptic cleansing, thorough 
draining, the use of loosely but thoroughly applied 
antiseptic dressings, this foot has been saved, and the 
man will soon .be able to walk upon it. 

Dr. BUCHANAN: I think the Society is under an ob- 
ligation to Dr. McCann for the practical and excellent 
manner in which he has laid down the rules for the 
treatment of these injuries. I believe the general 
principles he has enunciated are the accepted ideas 
on thre subject, and they are very well established to- 
day ; and for that reason I think we.are disposed to 
take for granted that because Dr. McCann and certain 
other men, who see a very great amount of railroad 
and other surgery, do adopt these rules of conduct, 
their adoption is universal. I think this.is a mistake, 
and I think we can. very profitably stop and repeat 
these rules as Dr.: McCann has done for us this even- 
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ing: The most unexpected results, I think, can 
frequently be achieved by careful, systematic and 
methodical repair of injuries. I exhibited to this 
Society, some time ago, a case of complete excision of 
the ankle with excellent motion, in which there had 
been extensive laceration and crushing of the joint. 
Since that time I have attended another case in waich 
the ankle, and indeed the whole posterior and middle 
part of the foot, were so crushed that I hardly felt 
justified in asking the man to allow me to attempt to 
save it, but the man was urgent in his desire and 
would not permit the subject of amputation to be dis- 
cussed ; he knew the foot could be saved, and he gave 
me no option in the matter, and somewhat against 
my judgment I excised the ankle-joint, put the foot 
together, and the result is that to-day the man walks 
very well with a cane, and will soon dispense with it. 
The astragalus, a portion of the os calcis, the lower 
extremities of the leg bones, and some pieces of the 
other tarsal bones, were lost. The lower end of the 
tibia was wired to the lower part of the os calcis, and 
the soft parts of the foot were stitched together and 
dressed, as Dr. McCann has so well described. The 
patient recovered without a bad symptom. The wire 
was removed some weeks afterward. I have also 
treated a case lately with Dr. Huselton and my 
father, in which there was a laceration of the tissues 
about the ankle joint, fractures of both malleoli, and 
complete disarticulation and projection of the leg 
bones, which plowed into the earth. This patient 
had his joint cleansed and articulated ; the inner mal- 
leolus was fixed into place with a buried wire, and 
there was no reaction whatever; afterward the man 
made an uninterrupted recovery. 


TRAUMATIC SECTION OF BOTH TENDONS ACHILLIS. 


I have also recently treated a case of injury to one 
ankle joint, and to the leg on the opposite side, by a 
mowing machine. The man, who subsequently be- 
came the patient, stepped in front of the cutting bar 
of a mowing machine and struck the horses ; the ani- 
mals responded immediately ; the cutting bar of the 
machine cut off the tendo Achillis, passed directly 
through the ankle, cutting off both malleoli, both 
posterior arteries, and the tendon of the posterior 
tibial muscle. On the other side the section was 
higher up; it passed through the tendon of Achilles 
and cut a piece off the tibia. Both the tendons 
Achillis were sewed with cat-gut, four stitches; the 
other stitches were put in place, and the usual anti- 
septic dressings applied without drainage. The man’s 
wounds healed without any reaction or discharge 
whatever, and he walks well to-day without support. 
The union of the tendons was perfect. I think it is 
well to emphasize the fact that so long as there is cir- 
culation in a limb, an effort should be made to save 


it, and I think, also, that such an effort will usually: 


be successful. In one particular, only, I would make 
some difference in the treatment from that laid down 


by Dr. McCann. I think that as time goes on I see. 


less use for drainage tubes. When I first commenced 
toemploy this treatment, I used a drain wherever I 
had achance. There might have been some fluid, 
and there probably was some fluid blood running 


= 
| during the first 24 hours, but afterward it was coagu- 


‘compound fracture of the elbow. It was caused by. 








lated; after the primary dressing of the wound, I 
never washed it out, and in three or four days removed 
the tube with the clot in it, and have never seen 
any reason to change that practice ; but I can believe 
that drainage tubes are more used than is necessary, 
and that if we succeed with our antisepsis and apply 
proper pressure, we need not be afraid of any accu- 
mulation of fluid in a wound. I have also seen that 
if, in a soft cavity there has been a serous accumula- 
tion because proper pressure has not been applied, 
such accumulation gives rise to no serious inconveni- 
ence, and when evacuated the walls of the cavity col- 
lapse and unite without further discharge. I would 
therefore think that, instead of endeavoring to put in 
all the drainage tubes possible, I would limit them as 
a matter of convenience. The tube does no harm if 
properly used, but I think it is as usually applied un- 
necessary. 

Dr. HuszeLTon: In the main I agree with Dr. 
McCann. I want to say that the amount of damage 
done to the skin in the case of a crush wound is no 
criterion of the amount of damage done to the inte- 
rior parts, bones, muscles, nerves and vessels, and in 
accordance with my experience I think that where a 
hand, a wrist joint, an arm or an elbow joint, is caught 
between the bumpers of a car, the couplers, or the ‘ 
deadwoods, sufficiently to produce a fracture, even if 
not compound, the best thing to do is to take that 
limb off; if you do not you will regret it and have to 
do it afterward. I have had considerable experience 
with injured ankle joints in railroad accidents. One 
of them was produced by the flange of a wheel; the 
joint was open so that I could put my fingers in. 
This I dressed antiseptically, cleansing it of all for- 
eign material, washed it out, put it up antiseptically 
with a splint, without a drainage-tube. I do not use 
drainage-tubes very often, and I think I shall use 
them less often hereafter. ‘This man got well and left 
my care before he had perfect locomotion in the joint ; 
it had entirely healed, there was considerable motion ; 
he was making a pretty good stagger at walking. In 
another case, in which the right limb was crushed 
from the knee to the ankle joint, the left ankle was 
open so you could see into it also. In this case Iam- 
putated the right leg. I treated the ankle joint as in 
the previous case described, and the man to-day has 
a perfect ankle joint and a good wooden leg, and is 
walking around as wellas any of us. I donot change 
the dressing so frequently as does Dr. McCann ; some- 
times I do not remove the dressing for aweek. J am 
governed entirely by the condition of the part and by 
the patient’s condition as to temperature and pulse. 
If there are symptoms indicating the necessity of re- — 
moving the SRERE: I remove it, otherwise I leave 
it alone. 

Dr. Rice: I would like to say a word in reference — 
to the class of wounds spoken of by the gentlemen 
who have preceded me. In 1882, I treated my first 


si 


an accident to a young man at work in a coal mine; 
he fell in front of a wagon, his foot caught in a frog, 
throwing the wagon off the track, the wagon running 
over his arm and elbow joint about the middle third. 
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The superficial veins were lacerated, the arteries in- 
tact. The bleeding was controlled with little trou- 
ble. Since it was my first case of the kind, I took 
two physicians with me when I went to:see. the case 
asecond time. They insisted on amputation. I re- 
moved at that time, I think, a half-dozen small pieces 
_ of bone; the young man insisted on leaving the 
arm as it was, believing there was a fairly good arm 
left. My plan was to treat it antiseptically, strictly 
so, and I placed it on an incline, put no tight dress- 
ings to it at all, and had my dressings laid in such a 
way thatI could, at my own pleasure, remove a por- 
tion of them to see what was going on beneath. I 
might say that the shortening, as nearly as I could 
make it out, was three and one-half inches. I con- 
tinued on this plan of treatment, and, I may say, 
without drainage-tubes, until the arm was well and 
there was fair motion. ‘There was never perfect 
motion. The humerus was very much thickened by 
reason of the fragments of bone not being adjusted 
. Closely. As to drainage-tubes, I have used few. The 
last two cases of amputation I had, no drainage- 
tubes were employed ; they were amputations of the 
breast, and I believe them to be fairly good cases to 
test the value of a drainage-tube, there being much 
surface made bare; and in both cases there was pri- 
mary union throughout—something I have never 
seen where a drainage-tube wag used—and I feel 
that if the antiseptic treatment is followed out 
. strictly, a drainage-tube, in the majority of cases, is 
of little or no value, and oftentimes of a little disad- 
vantage. 

Dr. McCann: I want to say a word in regard to 
two or three of the criticisms. In the first place, I 
* do not think that because a limb, elbow, or wrist has 

been caught between a deadwood or drawhead, it 
necessarily requires amputation. I can show any 
one who is curious enough to come to the West. 
Penn. Hospital, instances where not only the bones 
were crushed, but the soft parts, also, that were 
saved. 

As to drainage-tubes. I do not like to introduce a 
foreign substance into a wound—would rather get 
along without it if I could; but for a crush involv- 
ing the tissue of the joint or the muscles, there must 
necessarily be a large amount of fluid secretions. 

Now, I do not care whether they are pent up un- 
derneath the skin without any access to air, they are 

‘likely to generate poisonous and irritating leuco- 
maines, which cause local irritation and constitu- 
tional infection. We all know that before the days 
of antisepsis the tight closure of wounds was far less 
favorable in its results than the open method. Who 
can be sure, when he closes his wound, that he has 
rendered it aseptic? And if he has accomplished 

this, there may be floating in his patient’s b!ood 
germs capable of infecting the wound. 

Dr. BUCHANAN: There are two points on which I 
wish to speak. 


‘tween the bumpers, with fracture of the bones. I 
believe it can often be done, and I will cite a single 
instance. About six or eight months ago, I was 
called, with my father, to see a little girl whose arm 


NS 





The first is the possibility of saving | 
a limb that has been fairly and squarely caught be- 





had been caught between the bumpers of two freight 
cars ; the arm was crushed, wholly crushed from the 
wrist to the elbow. ‘The vessels were not injured, 


but there were multiple fractures of both bones, and 
considerable pieces of bone had to be taken out. I 
think it safe to say more than half the muscular tis- 
sue was crushed off. The skin was extensively 
lacerated. ‘The arm was shapeless. I do not think 
any injury could deserve the name of crush better 
than this one. It was so evidently a serious injury 
that her parents and friends, and all persons who saw 
it, thought the arm must be amputated. This arm 
was not amputated ; it was thoroughly cleansed and 
put together, dressed with a straight splint; on no 
other kind of splint could the arm be kept in the 
semblance of an arm. It united without any sup- 
puration—as is usual in such cases when antiseptic- 
ally dressed—and while the child has not a beautiful 
arm, nor a very straight arm, she has a hand and a 
wrist and an elbow joint that are almost as useful as 
before. Now, as to drainage-tubes: I think it is 
hardly fair to bring up the surgery of ancient times 
to prove that drainage-tubes are good things. We 
will all admit that the essential object of a primary 
drain is to eliminate fluids which might become ‘the 
breeding-place for micro-organisms. And I am fur-’ 
ther satisfied that, if we can exclude local infection 
of the wound, we need have no fear of its infection 
through the general circulation. 

Dr. GREEN: As I understand Dr. McCann in re- 
gard to drainage-tubes, in applying an antiseptic 
dressing, it is true, of course, that nobody can be 
positive that he leaves the wound without any dan- 
ger of sepsis; I care not how carefully a wound may 
be washed, it is simply impossible to remove all the 
putrescible matter—a portion of it is bound to remain 
in the wound. It seems, therefore, the part of wis- 
dom to provide means for its discharge. 








The Polyclinic. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL HOSPITAL. 


HIS young lady, aged twenty-one years, has no 
occupation. She comes to us complaining of a 
constant headache on the top and back of her head 
and in the neck. This pain is of a throbbing charac- 
ter. She also has dyspepsia, constipated bowels, and - 
scalding on micturition. As this pain is alike on both 
sides of the head, it is not neuralgia, for this is, as a 
rule, unilateral. Pain in the back of the head and 
neck is characteristic of neurasthenia and overwork. 
Pain in the forehead is indicative of some defect in 
the eyes, or constipation. This lady’s eyes were ex- 
amined, but her glasses gave her no relief. I think 
her glasses were improperly fitted, and I will refer 
her to a reliable oculist. Her appetite is good, but 
she cannot eat meat or fat, or hot cakes; in fact, 
her diet is very limited, as she lives principally on 
farinaceous foods. At times, she has sour stomach, 





but does not throw up; her stomach swells after eat- 
‘ing, and there is evidence of gastric catarrh. Her 
tongue is coated. The main thing is to relieve her 
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constipation. I think that, taking into account that 
she has an indigestion of albumenoids and fats, and 
some of the hydrocarbons, we are warranted in giving 
her maltjne, pepsin'and pancreatine. We will give her 
cascara sagrada for her constipation. ‘The scalding 
micturition is due to indigestion.— Waugh. 


ERETHISM. 


This young man is well made and strong, and comes 
to us complaining of an-old trouble. He has palpita- 
tion of the heart, priapism and abnormal excitability 
of his Zenital organs. He has frequent seminal emis- 
sions, which, come on without much exciting cause 
when he is awake. His heart-beat is quick, but ir- 
regular, and is that of nervous debility. His muscular 
system is good. I think this man’s trouble is due to 
excesses, and his case is one of erethism. Over-in- 
dulgence, luxurious habits, over-eating, strong food 
and slow, indolent habits, and neglect of bathing 
predispose tp this condition. Our first direction to this 
man must be in relation to hygiene. Let him bathe 
in cold water every morning, and hot water at night. 
Cold douches to his spine. He must not eat meat, 
but take fruit and vegetables. He must take as much 
exercise as he can, stopping short of fatigue, as he will 
break down if he takes too much. He must avoid 
spirits of all kinds, especially beer, as it has a bad 
effect. Oysters, fish, eggs and fowls must be avoided. 
In this case, we find a hypereesthesia of the prostate, 
and a steel sound, passed every day, until it is non- 
irritating, will do him much good. I do not find any 
benefit from bromide of potassium, for it weakens the 
genital organs, and this weakness is what we want to 
combat. Galvanism will produce good results. Lo- 
cally, use iodoform. Internally, give him extractum 
gelsemium fluidum, gtt. v, night and morning. This 
case has extended over three years, and the greatest 
anxiety is in relation to his mental condition. 


CATARRHAL STOMATITIS. 


Our next case is this colored girl, aged twenty-three, 
who is married, and works by the/day. She has had 
a sore mouth for the past week. Her gums are rather 
spongy and dark, and the tonsils are swollen and 
sore. Her appetite is not good. There is no cause 
to indicate salivation or scurvy. It is a case of 
catarrhal stomatitis. Let her use twenty or more 
compressed tablets of chlorate of potash and sugar 
daily. Such astringents as sulphuric acid or sage tea 
are good. If the ulcers are sore, use iodoform, which 
is a specific. Cleanse the ulcer, dry it and make your 
application. Build up the system with tr. ferri chloridi 
and tr. cinchonze comp. The ulcers in this case are 
non-specific. 

CHRONIC BRONCHITIS. 


The word asthma, as you will find, has a different 
significance when used by the patient or physician. 
We recognize by the term a spasmodic affection, 
purely neurotic, and not attended by material changes 
in the lung or bronchial membrane. By the patient, 
it is used in relation to any affection attended with 
dyspnea. Asthma ischaracterized by attacks at night, 
which awake the patient from sleep, and in a certain 


i 
rest. Cases of this kind generally treat themselves 


by using the smoke from saltpetre paper. If 
there is some cough and expectoration, it is not true 
asthma, but a complication of bronchitis, phthisis, 
pneumonic phthisis, or emphysema, with dyspneea. 
Our patient is a man, aged forty-four years, and a 
Canadian. He complains of asthmatic attacks for 
two years. He is short of breath at the time, with 
some cough and expectoration. He.cannot sleep 
when lying on his back. The attacks come on worse 
when he takes cold. Coughs most in the morning, 
clears his throat a great deal, and is short of breath 
at all times. This is not a case of true asthma, but 
is chronic bronchitis. He coughs up a few pieces of 
tough mucus at times, aftera hardeffort. It is nearly 
like a dry catarrh, and if we give medicines to in- 
crease secretion, we can give him relief.. White loaf- 
sugar, allowed to dissolve slowly in the mouth, gives 
great relief in a paroxysm of coughing. Saturate a 
lump of sugar every five or ten minutes till the cough 
is relieved, in 
R.—Syrupitolutani. ... . ee oes f % ss. 
Sysupaaeiliee .. cS ese f 3 j.—M. 

Morphine and paregoric are of no avail in this con- 
dition. This man takes cold easily, and is hard to 
relieve. Residence in the West Indies, Southern 
Texas or Arizona would be the best thing for him. 
If he remains here he must resort to cold bathing to 
reduce his liability to take cold. If you once begin 
to take acold bath every morning, you must not miss 
it for one morning. If you persist with the cold bath, 
you will not feel changes of temperature. If he 
takes a hot bath, follow it by a cold plunge. I believe 
that the cold bath is a better protector than wool, that 
comes next to it. Wool should be worn from head 
to foot. I think that in this case the use of balsamic 
or terebinthinate remedies will be valuable to stop 
destruction of lung tissue, and tone it up. In cases 


turpentine and balsams are useful; but balsam of 
copaiba is the best, given in small doses. Next to 
copaiba, I would give tincture benzoin comp., gtt. 
xx, twice every day for several months. Avoid all. 
night air; use the preparation of squills and sugar, 
and rub the chest frequently with ammonia liniment. 


RETENTION OF URINE. 


This man, aged twenty-one years, is a painter 
by trade, and had lead palsy one year ago. Lead 
palsy is liable to cause a condition of the nervous 


This man is nervous, especially on the right side of 
his body. At the close of urination he is unable to. 
discharge the last few drops, which dribble away. 
This is not uncommoy in-eld age, but in this young 


and he will, in all probability, have to use the cathe- 
ter in later years. ‘The first point in the treatment of 
this case is to caution the patient against straining 
when he micturates, for it will do much harm. We 
must do something to tone up the muscular coats of 
the bladder. The bladder acgs first as a receptacle 





time passes off and leaves the patient to a period of 


ae 


sphincter muscle, which, in this case, needs stimu- 








of bronchorrhoea, with large, watery expectoration,  - 


system that sometimes produces psychic symptoms. __ 










man: I believe it to be the first symptom of retention, — 


for the retention of the urine, and is guarded by a - 
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lating, and erigeron canadensis in small doses is the 


best remedy. Another function of the bladder is to 
expel the urine, and strychnine is the best drug we 
have, though not equal to. galvanism, to increase this. 
power. His bowels are slightly constipated. We 
will order him a pill composed of 
R.—Olei erigeron 
Extracti nucis vomicze 
Extracti cascarz sagrade . gr. iij. 
Misce,. fiat pilula No. 1, et signa: to be taken after each 
meal, and continue for one week. 
Also use galvanism over the region of the bladder. 
Cold ablutions should be applied to his perineum 
night and morning. 


CHRONIC PNEUMONIC PHTHISIS. 


Our next case is this man who has pains in his 
chest; spits up a dark gray expectoration in the 
morning, copious in quantity. He is employed in 
the locomotive works of this city. He has had this 
trouble for twelve years, and it gets worse in winter 
and better in summer. Sometimes the sputa are 
streaked with blood. It began as a bronchitis, and 
developed into a chronic pneumonic phthisis, or infil- 
tration. These cases afford a breeding ground for 
tubercle bacilli, and when the patient’s vital powers 
are lowered he will have tuberculosis. Dr. Laplace 
found that in three hundred cases of tuberculosis not 
cue remained living after twenty months. We must 
keep up the man’s strength, and we will give him 

K.—Olei eucalypti 
Olei morrhuze 

Misce, fiat mistura et signa: to be taken three times each 
day. 

In addition to this. apply hartshorn or chloroform 
liniment to his chest. Bathe the neck and chest in 
cold water night and morning, and wear wool next 
the skin. As the pneumonic process is favored by 
alcohol, it must be avoided. Give him nourishing 
food, such as beef, eggs, and the like. He must 
keep away from dust and all irritating vapors. If he 
must work in the dust, he should wear a respirator. 
Breathing smoke in a closed room or the foul air ina 
Street car on a wet day is prejudicial. 


INDIGESTION. 


Mr. , aged sixty-five years, Irish, com- 
plains that he has had nausea and vomiting for the 
Jast year. He has used whiskey for ten years. 
Two hours after eating, his food is vomited as it was 
eaten. Here is a case of indigestion. There is a 
deficiency of gastric juice, and there is necessarily 
some fermentation. Evidently there is gastric catarrh 
which, at this man’s age, should receive unusual at- 
tention to diagnose between it and carcinoma. There 
is slight dilatation of the stomach, but no cancer. 
He must have dilute hydrochloric acid, gtt. xx, dur- 
ing the first five minutes of his meal. Pepsin is also 
indicated with the acid; but if the hydrochloric acid 
is not present, pepsin is of little use.— Waugh. 








SUCCINATE OF TRON is recommended for gall-stones, 
in teaspoonful doses, f.i.d. It is to be continued for 
months, till complete solution is effected. 





CoNDITIONS FAVORING THE DEVELOPMENT oF 
THRUSH.—Free oxygen is absolutely indispensable to 
thrush, which develops neither in a vacuum nor in 
inert, gases, but in time perishes in either. Alcohol 
and lactic acid are nutrients to thrush in small quan- 
tities ; in larger, become toxic. With albumen and 
glycerine little result is obtained. With tartaric acid 
and the tartrates the vegetation extends with but lit- 
tle difficulty ; with lactose, starch, evythrite, acetic 
acid and the acetates, oxalic acid and the oxalates, 
aldehyde, acetone, phenol, resorcine, hydroquinone, 
pyrocatechine, pyrogallol, phloroglucine, orcine and 
gallic acid, no development takes place. Slightly 
alkaline media favor the growth best, which seems to 
contradict clinical experience, where alkalies are em- 
ployed as remedies.— Bull, Médical. 


ERYSIPELATOUS PNEUMONIA.—Laboulbéne related 
the case of a man dying of erysipelas, whose wife 
was seized with pneumonia, passing from one lung to 
the other, causing death by adynamia. Six other 
persons who visited these patients were taken suc- 
cessively with pneumonia ; at first localized, then ex- 
tending to the whole lung, finally reaching the other 
one, and terminating invariably in death. One of 
these persons had pneumonia first, and facial erysipe- 
las later. ‘This form of pneumonia resembles erysipe- 
las in the rate at which it invariably progresses. 
Treatment was powerless; tonics, wine, alcohol, 
quinine, prolonged life, but did not cure. Contagion 
appeared to be beyond doubt. The agent was prob- 
ably either the microbe of erysipelas or the strepto- 
coccus recognized and described by Mosury. 

—Bull. de? Acad, de Méd. 


TREATMENT OF WEAK LABOR PAiIns.—In order to 
be successful here, one must carefully differentiate his 
cases, as everything depends on etiology. Where 
women are ill nourished, chlorotic, or just recovering 
from some severe illness, the pains may be weak from 
the beginning ; these patients should have the best 
possible nourishment during pregnancy; and while 
the labor is going on, a glass of wine or some light 
nourishment may be given occasionally. If the os is 
still closed, luke-warm vaginal irrigations repeated 
every one to two hours are useful. If the weak pains 
are due to fatigue, narcotics are in order, and either 
opium or chloral may be used. The warn, full bath, 
continued up to. three-quarters of an hour, is also of 
service. Rupture -Of the membranes should not be 
employed until the os is fully dilated and the present- 
ing part engaged, except in cases of hydramnion. 
Passing a bougie intra-uteram should be reserved for 
exceptional cases. 

Sometimes pains may be started up or strengthened 
by rubbing the fundus uteri with the hand. ‘Treat- 


ment by drugs is quite unsatisfactory. The use of | 


ergot before the birth of the child is dangerous ; 
borax, cinnamon, pilocarpine, carbonate of am- 
monia and quinine are either useless or cannot be 
depended upon. Strychnine in minute doses is use- 
ful in some cases.— Zher. Monatsch. 
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PAVOR NOCTURNUS. 
PHENOMENON of more than passing interest, 
in fact, one admitting of a considerable degree 
of speculation, is found in the frequent occurrence of 
the nocturnal spells of fright of the young, the so- 
caHed ‘“‘night terrors’’ of children. This name, we 
believe, must be considered merely as a circumstan- 
tial one, as it is not essentially a nocturnal condition, 
although naturally observed mostly during that 
portion of the twenty-four hours. A terror may 
occur during the continuance of any nap in the day, 
as well as in the night. 

In reviewing such a subject as the one in hand, it 
naturally divides itself into three heads. ‘The first 
of these embraces a consideration of an attack as 
met with so constantly by the family practitioner ; 
the second, an investigation as to the causes which 
may be at the foundation of such an attack ; and the 
third, a discussion as to the proper mode of dealing 
with the little sufferer—hygienically, morally, and 
therapeutically. 

Occurring, as it does, in children usually under the 
tenth year of age—although it is met with occasion- 
ally beyond this limit—the symptoms of a ‘‘terror’’ 
’ are about as follows: After a perfectly natural sleep 
of a few hours, apparently undisturbed and healthy, 
the child may or may not exhibit a few symptoms of 
premonitory restlessness—twitchings of the muscles, 
tossing of the head from side to side, and contortions 

of the facial muscles—nervous phenomena, ominous 
: : r ‘ 
of the approaching storm. As we have said, these 
are not constantly present, and, with no warning 
whatever, the child may suddenly start from a quiet 
sleep with a loud scream of agonized terror, and in 
the most extreme condition of fright, frantically 
struggling with some imaginary phantom. Nothing, 
not even the soothing words or presence of its mother, 
or the lighting up of the room, will avail to quiet it 
for the time being. Some idea of a monstrous being 
or object of dread seems to pervade its mind; some 
- ogre, terrible, shapeless, not clearly defined, seems 
_ menacing its life. Frequently it cannot express in a 
manner sufficiently clear to convey an idea what this 


| terror is. 





The form it assumes is legion. A bug.or 
spider of immense size ; a ravenous beast or dragon ; 
a distorted human being ; a startling apparition. In 
any of these forms the terror may take shape. 

The fright is certainly extreme. . The child trem- 
bles and sobs in its agony. It clings to its mother or 
nurse. Nothing will soothe it, and it may require 
fifteen or twenty minutes before it will become quiet, 
and again sink into a sleep, which will continue 
through the night, or complete the afternoon nap. 
Such is a brief description of an attack of ‘‘ terrors,’ 
which may be repeated on successive days or nights, 
or only at long intervals, with intervening periods of 
perfect health. 

When we come to undertake an explanation of the 
causes of this interesting condition, we enter a wide 
field of speculation. Beyond doubt, the proximate 
cause is a disturbance of the nervous organism. All 
of the symptoms indicate a nervous indisposition, an 
extreme tension of the nervous system. But, when 
we delve deeper into the pathogenesis, into the re- 
moter causes resulting in this disturbance of the 
nervous system, we are more at a loss to reach some 
satisfactory conclusion. It is patent, however, that 
the nervous condition is reflex to some other condi- 
tion, originating, in the various cases, in a disturb- 
ance of the stomach, of the intestines, of the sexual 
apparatus, or from dentition. The entire organism 
must be overhauled, and the remote source of irrita- 
tion removed. The naturally sensitive nervous or- 
ganism of the child must be most jealously guarded 
from any undue excitement or morbid impression ; 
from harrowing scenes or tales. Any excessive 
physical strain must be avoided, as apt to superin- 
duce upon the body a nervous exhaustion. The 
condition of the stomach should be examined into for 
any co-existent catarrhal irritation. All sources of 
indigestion should be removed ; excessive or improper 
diet avoided. Lumbricoid and other worms, if pres- 
ent, should be expelled, the bowels regulated, and 
the whole alimentary canal maintained in a clean and 
healthy condition. Over-distension of the bladder 
should be avoided; the presence of ascarides in the 
vagina should be excluded, and phimosis, if present, 
corrected. If the child be passing through the period 
of dentition, much relief may be afforded or actual 
cure produced by promptly lancing all protruding 
teeth and treating the attendant stomatitis. In fact, 
the whole system of the patient must be brought into 
as perfect a condition as possible, and so maintained. 

As regards the moral and therapeutic measures at 
our command, but little canbe said. It is worse than 
useless to resort to any harsh or violent means of 
overcoming the condition, which is not a psychical, 
but an actual one. Nothing but the greatest of kind- 
ness in behavior and speech will suffice to relieve the 
actual sufferings of the little child. The cruel meth- 
ods resorted to are too frequently but barbarisms 
which deserve our severest censure, and tend, by 
their depressing influence upon the nervous. organ- 
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ism, rather to increase than to alleviate the trouble. 


In addition, then, to kind moral persuasion, which is 
of prime importance, nerve sedatives and tonics 
should be exhibited. The valerianate and bromide 
of ammonium, the bromides of sodium and potas- 
sium, the various antispasmodics, minute doses of 
calomel, all seem to exert a beneficial influence. By 
these means much can be accomplished; but time 
will be required here, as in other conditions, mental 
and physical, for the bringing about of a complete 
cure. 


HE editor of the Mew York Medical Times, Dr. 
Egbert Guernsey, has been long endeavoring 

to place the homceopathic profession openly upon the 
ground which it occupies in reality, and to drop the 
distinctive title, which is no longer descriptive of their 
faith or practice. The New York County Homeo- 





pathic Society has censured Dr. Guernsey for utter-. 


ances which he declares he never uttered, and-have 
requested him to resign his membership in the soci- 
ety. Civilization does not as yet penetrate beyond 
the epidermis of the human race, and even the most 
obvious of truths are accepted only after prolonged 
and often embittered struggles; though, in verity, 
false assumptions and baseless theories seem to float 
on the stream of popularity with the easy grace of an 
imitation count getting credit at the tailor’s. But, if 
there is even a tithe of reason in any principle enun- 
ciated, it will succeed eventually, if its promoters 
have the perseverance which refuses to accept defeat 
as aught else than a signal for renewed effort. Dr- 
Guernsey is making a manly struggle to dissipate 
the falsity enveloping the present practice of home- 
opathy, and to place his system on a reasonable basis. 
If there be truth in the similia similibus theory, then 
will that truth be found to harmonize with and assist 
in elucidating all other truths, not set aside and nul- 
lify them, Dr. Guernsey will assuredly be opposed 
by the hot heads, the partisans, in both schools; but 
he will find many who sympathize with him, and 
hope that he will continue his praiseworthy struggle. 
When he says that ‘‘ the scope of homceopathy is lim- 
ited, and that no practitioner should rely upon that 
theory alone for the cure of all diseases,’’ he merely 
states what almost all homceopathists well know to 
be true. But they are not yet ready to admit it 
openly ; fearing that it would contradict so many of 
their charges against the regular school, that their 
patients’ confidence would be shaken. It is to be 
regretted that warring doctors donot oftener take to 
heart Talleyrand’s sage advice, to ‘‘ treat your friends 
as if they were one day to become your enemies, and 
your enemies as if they were one day to become your 
friends.’’ Discretion in making confidences and in 
calling hard names is a policy not often regretted. 





A GERMAN who had cut his lip, produced local 
poisoning in the wound by the nicotine in cigars, 
which cost him his life in a very short time. 

—Medical Press. 








THE DANGERS OF HYPNOTISM. 


HE most astonishing accounts concerning hyp- 
notism continue to be in vogue; though, like 
ghost stories generally, they are located at some dis- 
tant point. Lwuys tells of insomnia, dipsomania, and 
similar cases, which he asserts to have been com- 
pletely cured. The rotating mirror invented by him 
appears to be an effective means of producing the 
hypnotic state. In producing anesthesia for surgical 
procedures, or for obstetric operations, hypnotism 
has the disadvantage of being unavailable, unless 
the patient has been previously drilled in its produc- 
tion for some time. A priori, it would appear proba- 
ble, that the condition induced is analogous to the 
state of incomplete anesthesia from chloroform, in 
which so many deaths from shock have occurred, es- 
pecially from dentists’ operations. 

Meanwhile, evidences of the dangers of hypnotism 
appear to accumulate more rapidly than the proofs of 
its value. The capability of being hypnotized is a 
misfortune ; the habit enhances the instability of the 
nervous system, which it evidences. The control 
thus exerted by one mind over another, can only ex- 
ceptionally be employed for good. More frequently, 
as there is good reason to believe, deception, rascal- 
ity, and libertinism are apt to here find their oppor- 
tunity, and weakness its desired excuse for yielding. 
Out of this we see in the future suits innumerable 
for violations of the property and the person of pa- 
tients ; suits, of whose dangerous character the pro- 
fession will not be long in appreciating, if the practice 
of hypnotism becomes general, and juries become 
convinced of its reality. 

In cases of dipsomania, and other affections whose 
clinical history is similar, there may be a field for the 
occasional employment of hypnotism ; but, with this. 
possible exception, its general use would be little short 
ofcalamitous to the medical profession and to the public. 








Annotations. 


THE CONFESSION OF THE ALLOPATHS. 





HERE are people living to-day who believe that the . 


sun revolves around the earth. 
Sensual perceptions make up the stock of ideas of count- 
less thousands. 


Truth travels in slow coaches, whe continents are swept . 


in a day by the deadly miasma of error. 

The irrepressible conflict between passion and reason, 
progress and conservatism, is continually giving the world 
some redoubt where truth entrenches itself. 

Actual truths are being substituted for sensual illusions. 

In no department of human knowledge, however, have the 
gods been more unfortunate in their oracles, or more eco- 
nomical of their gifts, than in the science of medicine. 
Here have there always been arrayed against truth, the pas- 
sions of mankind—sordid interest, selfish ambition, fiendish 
envy, malicious jealousy, ignorance, fanatical adherence to- 
warped truths, or essential falsehoods; giving a heritage of 
woes to mankind, in place of health and happiness. Right 


here must we catalogue traditional medicine, the boasted in- . 


heritance of our allopathic brethren, the clog upon the wheeF 
of progress, the burden of the prophet of light. : 


/ 
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awakening. The light of this electric age dazzles him, but 
images of truth are being flashed down the narrow corridors 
of his brain. To be sure, the images are somewhat the worse 
for wear ; but still, they are true products of reflected light. 

The allopaths are just learning of Waterloo. We might 
inform them that early in the present century that battle was 
fought, and the allopathic idea was completely routed, im- 
perial guard and all, by the Duke of Similia. 

Your substi.utes were too badly crippled to bring you the 
news ; but had you been able to read the handwriting on the 
wall, you would not have made yourselves so ridiculous by 
still attempting to exercise dictatorship over the vast empires 
of truth to-day. 

—Meiical and Surgical Record (Homeopathic). 


A little humor is relished now and then even by 
the gravest of us, and we thought the ‘‘ confession ”’ 
given above too good to pass by. It was written in 
all sobriety by a man who signs himself ‘‘D. F.,”’ 
and those who are at all conversant with the modern 
abbreviations for slang or profane expressions, will 
recognize in this subscription a singular appropriate- 
ness. 





AN AWFUL BLUNDER. 


CASE involving an almost incredible blunder 

is reported in the North- Western Medical Jour- 

nal, by Dr. G. W. Emery, of Minneapolis. A phy- 

sician of forty years’ practice attended a healthy 

young woman in her second confinement. After a 

comparatively easy labor, she was delivered of a well- 
formed female child. 

In half an hour, as the placenta did not come away, 
the doctor proceeded to remove it. Gentle manipu- 
lation proving not sufficient, he made use of such 
efforts that chloroform was necessary to deaden her 
extreme pain. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the patient suffered 
horribly, and was growing progressively and alarm- 
ingly weaker, this man, for two hours, employed ever 
increasing exertions to detach what he said was an 
adherent placenta. Finally, he was prevailed on to 
send for assistance. The consulting physician made 
an examination, exclaimed ‘‘inversion,’’ and after a 
hasty conversation between the two, the consultant 
asked for a knife to cut something off. “What he re- 
moved he instantly made away with, and the patient 
a few minutes afterward died. 

Suspicions were aroused, however, and an investi- 
gation revealed the fact that the attending physician 
had actually enucleated with his hand the uterus, 
mistaking it for the placenta! ‘The consultant, upon 
making his examination felt coils of intestine, and 
recognizing at once the awful condition of affairs, cut 
off the womb, and took it away, hoping by this course 
to shield: his friend. 

This, we believe, is the second case of the kind so 
far recorded, and we fervently hope that the only 

- manin this country who could commit such a blunder 
- has already done so, that he lives in the great North- 
west, and that he may stay there. 





NDER the encouraging title of ‘‘ Enterprising 
Canadians,’’ the Canadian Practitioner refers 
oA, to two late students of medicine in Toronto, who 





| 
But we are happy to announce that Rip Van Winkle is 


-| man and John H. Landis. 


have now settled ‘in Buffalo, N. Y., and advertise as 
their specialties, ‘‘ diseases of the heart, lungs, liver, 
stomach, kidney, nose, throat, and skin.’’ As the 
years roll on, we presume they will add other organs. 
to the list, finally including among tlieir ‘“‘special- 
ties,’ it may be, diseases of the pancreas, thyroid 
gland, and supra-renal capsules. Indeed, we think 
that these latter organs, well advertised as special- 
ties, would prove very fetching, and we are surprised 
that some thoughtful and peers quack has not: 
already taken them up. 

For inviting attractiveness, einai the following 
legend, which a friend tells us he lately saw con- 
spicuously posted before a physician’s office in San. 
Francisco, surpasses our wildest dreams: ‘‘ Dr. ——, 
Specialist in Diseases of the Ear, Eye, Nose, Throat, 
Urethra, and Rectum.’’ 


, 





HORSE MEAT. 


HE London working classes are much excited. 
over the discovery that horse flesh is exten- 
sively used in the composition of cheap sausages. 

In Berlin horse flesh is openly sold, the traffic 
being permitted by law, under certain restrictions, 
one of which is that the butchers must display the 
sign ‘‘Horse butcher,’’ and must sell no other kind of 
meat A sign like that over a shop in this country 
would, we surmise, attract but few customers, and 
yet the repugnance to horse flesh is based on no 
rational grounds, people simply do not like it, 
that’s all. 


Letters to the Editor. 


CINCINNATI CORRESPONDENCE. 


HE Medical College of Ohio held its Seventy- 
first Annual Commencement and graduated 
ninety-one doctors of medicine. ‘The Dean, Dr. W. 
W. Seely, made some appropriate remarks, in which: 
he said that hereafter the course of study in the col- 
lege would extend over four years, a step rightly taken, 
after due consideration. ‘The address on behalf of the- 
board of trustees was made by Hon. Aaron F. Perry. 
The prize in Theory and Practice of Medicine was. 
given to Dr. Maximilian Hertzogg, of Cincinnati. 
The Dawson prizes were three in number, and given 
by Dr. W. W. Dawson, Professor of Surgery. They 
were as follows: Bandaging, Dr. W. A. Galloway, 
Xenia, Ohio; dissecting, Herschel A. Russ, Ohio ; 
drawing, Will S. Davis, Indiana. Prof. C. D. Pal- 
mer offered two prizes. One was taken by Dr. H. W. 
‘Bettman, Cincinnati; the other by Dr. Wm. Calvin 
Ussery, of Anna, Ill. Prof. T. A. Reamy’s prize 
was taken by Dr. John H. Landis, of Logansport, 
Ind. Prof. Joseph Ransohoff’s prize was taken by 
Dr. Wm. G Ussery, of Anna, Ills. The Faculty 
prize was given to Dr. Lincoln Mussey, of Cincinnati. 
In connection with the Faculty prize honorable men- 
tion was made ot Walter Forcheimmer, H. W. Bett- 
The following gentlemen 
were awarded positions as internes in the Cincinnati 











Hospital : H. W. Bettman, Cincinnati ; M. B. Brady, 
Ft. Worth, Texas; A. H. Freiberg, Cincinnati ; John 
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Paddy’s Run, Ohio; Lincoln Mussey, Cincinnati. 
Good Samaritan Hospital: W. R: Brown, Cincinnati ; 
W. B. Weaver, Cheviot, Ohio ; J. D. Davis, Ottawa, 
Kansas. ’ 

The valedictory address to the graduates was de- 
livered by Prof. Joseph Ransohoff, F. R.C.S., Eng- 
land, who took for his subject, Obstacles to Progress. 
This address was of great value to all who heard it. 

The Alumni Association of the Medical College of 
‘Ohio was addressed by Ex-Governor Garcelon, of 
Maine, who was given a hearty reception, it being 
‘the fiftieth anniversary of his graduation from the 
Medical College of Ohio. An address on behalf of 
‘the class of 1890 was made by Dr. Wm. Calvin 
Ussery, of Anna, Illinois. The following officers 
‘were elected: President, A. W. Thompson (’41); 
First Vice-President, Theo. Potter (’87); Second 
Vice-President, S. J. Death (’81); Third Vice-Presi- 
dent, A. Hoelthge (60); Secretary and Treasurer, 
James M. French, Cincinnati; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Dr. A. G. Drury, Cincinnati. 

The Miami Medical College graduated thirty-one 
men. The address of the Dean was made by that 
gentleman, and was pregnant with good things. The 
first honor was given to Dr. Samnel B. Ellis, of Ken- 
tucky, and the second to Dr. Charles V. Herdliska, 
who also received the appointment of Assistant Sur- 
geon at the National Military Home, at Dayton, Ohio. 
Honorary mention was made of Drs. William E. 
Jones and Hugh Cowling. Prof. Sattler’s prize was 
taken by Dr. Hugh A. Cowling, of Indiana; another 
prize offered by Prof. Sattler, was taken by Mr. Henry 
Nippert. Prof. Millikin’s prize was given to Mr. Ely 
Jones, Jr., of Ohio. The valedictory address was 

_made by Prof. Robert Sattler, subject, Optical De- 
fects. 

The Alumni Association of the Miami Medical 
College was addressed by the retiring President, Dr. 
P. M. Williams. The election of officers resulted as 
follows: President, W. A. Wishard (’76); Vice-Presi- 
dents, W. W. Buchanan (’76), Eric E. Sattler 
(82), L. Drake (85), N. K. Moxley (’83), T. 
Van Duphy (’89); Secretary, J. C. Oliver (’85); 

Treasurer, E. S. Stevens (’81); Executive Com- 

mittee, J. A. Thompson, G. H. Good, O. P. Holt. A 
happy banquet followed the meeting. 

The Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery 
graduated twenty-two doctors. The valedictory ad- 
-dress was delivered by Prof. W. E. Lewis. The first 
prize fell to W. H. Shank, of Ohio ; the second to M. 
L. Chadman, of Pennsylvania; the third to J. I. 
Bonar, of Kentucky. ‘ 

The Pulte Medical College graduated sixteen. The 
Faculty prize was taken by Dr. C. F. Braden, of 
Texas. This isa homceopathic school. _ 

The Ohio College of Dental Surgery, at its Forty- 
fourth Annual Commencement, graduated sixty-five 
Doctors of Dental Surgery, one of whom was a Japa- 
nese. Dr. James Leslie, Treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees, addressed the class and delivered the diplo- 
mas. He dwelt on the long and creditable career of 
the college, and the advancement in dental surgery 

‘during the past twenty-five years. He assured the 


H. Landis, Logansport, Indiana ; Minor Morris, 








graduates that there was a broad and lucrative field 
before them if they would only prove thorough in 
their profession ; for he said the demand for dentists 
was great, and there was not a living person who does 
not now, or will not at some time, need the services of 
a dentist. ‘The first prize was divided between B. A. 
Wright, of Pennsylvania, and A. A. Herr,.of Michi- 
gan. ‘The second prize was awarded to Russell Mc- 
Clanahan, of Indiana. Honorable mention was made 
of H. C. Brown; B. Q. Ayres, of Ohio; T. H. Me- 
Clure, of Pennsylvania; Carl E. Booren, of Minne- 
sota; S. A. Brown, of Pennsylvania; F. S. Rose, of 
Canada, and M. S. Saul, of Germany. Addresses 
were delivered by Rev. H. A. Johnson, and the Dean, 
Dr. H. A. Smith. William H. Wernett, of Ohio, 
was the class orator. 

The Cincinnati College of Pharmacy held its 
Eighteenth Annual Commencement, and ‘gave the 
Ph.G. to twenty-three persons, one being a lady, Miss 
Clara Langenbeck. Hon. Chas. W. Baker delivered 
the address on behalf of the trustees. Prizes were 
awarded as follows: Senior prizes : Materia medica, 
C. J. Lukering ; chemistry, F. L. Mueller; practical 
pharmacy, C. H. Wagner; theory and practice of 
pharmacy, W. C. Wrede; therapeutics, Rheinhard 
Wissler ; thesis, W. C. Wrede ; best general average, 
Frank Mueller. Junior prizes: Chemistry, A. B. De- 
vers ; theoretical pharmacy, C. C. White ; microscopy, 
T. S. Jordan ; general average, R. W. Mitchell. 

Dr. C. D. Palmer has been awarded the signal 
honor of a second election as President of the Cincin- 
nati Academy of Medicine. An honor which has not 
been accorded in many years. Dr. Palmer will doubt- 
less greatly increase the interest in, and attendance 
on, the meetings of the Academy, which has not been 
very great during the past year. In his address he 
stated that the membership had reached one hundred 
and sixty-four, that the treasury contained more than 
eight hundred dollars, and outlined a programme for 
the year’s work. He suggested that special work be 
done in reference to brain surgery, zetiology of cancer, 
bacteriology and advances in therapeuties. The doc- 
tor announced the following committees: Publica- 
tion: Culbertson, McKee, White. Executive: Walker, 
Reed, Witherow. Admissions: Fogel, Haines, Free- 
man. Ethics: Hyndman, Wenning, Jones. Essays: 
Stewart, DeBeck, Koehler. 

The annual report of the Cincinnati Hospital, when 
published, will contain among many valuable facts 
the following: "Whole number admitted in the year 
closed, 3,654; 81 were moribund, and died within 
twelve hours, unamenableto treatment, leaving 3,573, 
of whom 244 died, showing an average rate of mor- 
tality of 7.1 per cent., which is less by 6 per cent. 
than in 1888. The mortality in the different wards 


was as follows: Medicine, 12 per cent.; surgery, 3 


per cent.; obstetrics, 1.4 per cent.; gynecology, 7.5 
per cent.; children, 8.7 per cent. The mortality in 
the gynecological ward, excluding cancer, was re- 
duced to 2 per cent. The clinical and pathological 
school had 335 matriculants. The new amphitheatre 
is a most complete one, and gives great satisfaction. 
The museum is undergoing a systematic arrangement, 





and the training school for nurses is doing much good , 






htt 20 1m 


a 






THE TIMES AND REGISTER. 








| 
work. The average length of time spent in the hos- 


pital by the patients has been reduced from that of 
last year. 

Dr. J. W. Pendergast is the newly-appointed health 
officer of Cincinnati, vice Dr. Byron Stanton, who 
has served in that capacity for about four years. 





SPLENIC ABSCESS. 


HROUGH your columns, I wish to give to the 
medical world the diagnosis and successful 
treatment of a case of abscess of the spleen. 

On June 1, 1888, Mr. Rural Ashburn consulted me 
in regard to a pain in the left hypochondriac region. 
Mr. Ashburn stated to me that his family physician 
had pronounced his malady a liver trouble. ; 

Upon examination, I found his spleen slightly en- 
larged, with a slight elevation of temperature. He 
complained of throbbing pain in the spleen. I pre- 
scribed iron and quinine, with the external applica- 
tion of tincture of iodine. I told him my fears were 
that he}had abscess of the spleen, telling him, if he 
was not better in three or four days, to let me know. 

The second day after I saw him, he sent after me, 
stating that he was worse. I visited him, and found 
him having slight chills, with a temperature of 102.5°; 
spleen enlarged more than when first seen. I now 
pronounced it abscess of the spleen, and prescribed 
quinine in large doses, tincture of iron (fifteen drops 
every two hours), and opium to relieve the pain. I 
saw Mr. Ashburn from the 3d of June until the 22d, 
when I operated on him. His spleen had filled up 
the abdomen to the ilium, and extended up to the 
fourth intercostal space. I had to keep him in a sit- 
ting posture in bed, on account of dyspnoea. After 
having him anesthetized, I cut down to the perito- 
neum and filled up the wound with antiseptic gauze, 
and on the second day removed it; and, with slight 
pressure with a probe; the membrane gave way with 
a gush of pus, which continued to flow for thirty 
hours, discharging nine pints of pus in all. 

My patient now began to recover, and by the mid- 
dle of September he was able to help take care of his 
tobacco, being stout and as well as ever. I might 
say that he had no malaria, as we live in the moun- 
tains where malaria is unknown. 


J. Meics Fuirrin, M.D. 
Pitot MountTAIN, N. C. 





BERKS COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


T the meeting of the Medical Society of the 
County of Berks, held March 12, 1890, the 
following officers were elected : 

President, Dr. S. I. Kurtz ; Vice-Presidents, Jas. A. 
Keiser, ‘D. W. Kupp; Secretary, C. W. Bachman ; 
Corresponding Secretary, H. S. Reeser; Treasurer, 
J..B. Sterley; Censors, F. W. Frankhauser, C. G. 
Loose, J. S. Cleaver; Medical Examiners, W. F. 
Muhlenberg, _E. L. Kurtz, M. Weidman ; Curator, 
C..L,. Kurtz. 

‘Drs. D. b. D. Beaver, C. S..Ermentrout, W. Wiil- 
finch; H. A. Hepler, and M. L. Berteolett were elected 
members. 

The annual banquet was held at Mineral Springs 


Hotel, in the evening. The invited guests were Profs, 
W. W. Keen, from Jefferson, J. W. Tyson, of the 
University, and Dr. L. Webster Fox. About thirty 
covers were laid, and a number of toasts were re- 
sponded to; among these being : Prof. Keen, on The 
Advance of Surgery ; Prof. Tyson, The Recent Epi- 
demic; Dr. Fox, some remarks complimentary to. 
Jefferson Medicgl College; Dr. Cleaver, Retrospec- 
tion; Dr. S. L. Kurtz, Our President; Dr. C. G.. 
Loose, The Doctor; Dr. J. Y. Shearer, The Country 
Doctor; Dr. Ermentrout, Doctors’ Bills; Dr. F. W.. 
Frankhauser, Clang goes the Bell. Dr. C. W. Bach-- 
man closed with some original verses. 

A very pleasant, and, we hope, a profitable evening 
was spent together around the festive board, and all 
agreed to enjqy with each other the same pleasures 
another year, provided we are privileged to be among 
the living. F, W. FRANKHAUSER, M. D. 








Book Reviews. 





ESSENTIALS OF DISEASES OF THE SKIN; including the 
Syphilodermata. Arranged in the Form of Questions and 
Answers. Prepared especially for Students of Medicine. 
By HENRY W. STELWAGON, M.D., Ph.D. With 74 illus- 
trations. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 913 Walnut street, 
1890. Price, 75 cents. 


The materials for this book are largely drawn from. 
the author’s papers in the various medical cyclope- 
dias. It is the best ‘student’s manual on skin dis- 
eases we have yet seen. 





THE NEUROSES OF THE GENITO-URINARY SYSTEM IN THE: 
MALE, WITH STERILITY AND IMPOTENCE. By Dr. R. 
ULTZMANN. Translated by GARDNER W. ALLEN, M.D. 
Philadelphia and London: F. A. Davis, Publisher, 1889. 


The subjects mentioned are discussed in a brief, 
succinct manner, and the directions for treatment are 
clear and practical. While by no means as compre- 
hensive as Gross’ work on the same subject, it will 
be found a useful guide to those desirous of the latest. 
views upon impotence and allied affections in the 
male. 





THE EXAMINATION OF URINE, CHEMICAL AND MICRO- 
SCOPICAL, FOR CLINICAL PURPOSES. By LAWRENCE: 
WoLrr, M.D. Colored Plate and Numerous II]lustrations. 
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 913 Walnut streets, 1890. 
Price, 75 cents. Another of the Question Compends, 


As long as medical students have their days and 
nights crowded with the college exercises, and com- 
press the studies of a lifetime into three winter terms, 
compends are the only books the student has. time 
to consult. If used for the purpose of refreshing the 
memory on subjects the student has comprehensively 
studied in systematic treatises or lectures, they are of 
value; if the student’s knowledge is limited to the 
parrot-like answers here given, they are worse than 
useless ; inducing the belief in a knowledge which is 
non-existent: The best we can say of the present. 
book is, that it is a-very good one of ‘its kind—very 





well suited to its purpose. 
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‘TEXT-BOOK OF MEDICAL, CHEMISTRY. 
pharmaceutical students and practitioners. By Enias H. 
BARTLEY. B.S., M.D. Second Edition, revised and en- 
larged, with 62 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, 
Son & Co., 1012 Walnut street, 1890. 


The present edition bears evidence of careful revi- 
sion, correcting the faults necessarily present in a 
first edition, and making such further modifications 
as the progress of science demands, without materially 
changing the plan of the work. ‘‘The subject of 
ptomaines has been given a little more prominence ;’’ 
not nearly so much as will be given to this subject in 
future, if present indications hold good. We com- 
mend the work to our readers. 





PRACTICAL ELECTRICITY IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY. By 
G. A. LiEBIG, JR., Ph.D., and GEORGEgH. Rowk, M.D. 
Profusely illustrated. Philadelphia and London: F. A. 
Davis, Publisher, 1890. 


The volume is divided into three parts, treating of 
electricity and magnetism as agents, of electro-phy- 
siology and diagnosis, and of the applications to prac- 
tice, or electro-therapeutics. ‘The first part occupies 
142 pages, the second 105, and the third 122. While 
the latter might be much more expanded without ex- 
hausting the subject, the authors have chosen wisely 
in spending as much space upon the other branches, 
as these are essential to an understanding of the uses 
of electricity. Of the numerous works on this sub- 
ject recently issued, there is none which is better 
suited to the needs of those who are commencing the 
use of electricity. The paper is good, the typography 
unusually clear, and the only fault in the get-up of 
the book is the hideous wall-paper pattern of the fly- 
leaves, which seems to be a favorite with Mr. Davis. 





A HAND-BOOK OF PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY AND HIsvTOorL- 
OGY ; with an Introductory Section on Post-mortem Exam- 
inations and the Methods of Preserving and Examining 
Diseased Tissues. By FRANCIS DELAFIELD, M.D., and 
T. MItcHELL PRUDDEN, M.D. Third Edition. Illustrated 
by 224 wood engravings, printed in black and colors. New 
York: William Wood & Co., 1889. 


This is one of the works which should be found 
on-the table of every intelligent physician. Although 
the general practitioner is usually too busy to give 
much time to works on the strictly scientific aspects 
of his profession, a knowledge of modern pathology 
is a necessity for modern practice. Of the present 
work, the first part treats of post-mortems and the 
preservation of diseased tissues for examination ; part 
second, of the changes in the circulation and compo- 
sition of the blood, degenerations, animal parasites 
and bacteria, inflammations and tumors; part third, 
of the morbid anatomy of the organs ; and part fourth, 
of the lesions found in the general diseases, in poi- 
soning, and in violent deaths. Probably there are no 
two books of practical value to the practitioner equal 
to this and Landois and Stirling’s Physiology. 





RIcKETs (Cincinnati Medical Journal) reports a case 
of syphilis, in which he administered 400 grains 
of potassium iodide in 24 hours, and 1,050 grains in 
three days ; with good results. In another case, 500 
grains were given in one day. 


| 
For medical and 





Pamphlets. 





Extract of Malt (Trommer’s). Its Properties, Remedial 
Value and Uses. Chemistry is certainly an accommodating 
sort of a science, and there is a pleasing facility in the way 
its best established principles vary at the desire of the manu- 
facturer. Though diastase is universally believed to require 
an alkaline medium to permit its action to go on, we now 
find an exception made in fayor of the Trommer Company, 
whose malt éxtract acts with equal power in an acid medium. 
Looking at all the possibilities of the case, we are not pre- 
pared to deny the truth of this statement. , 

The Constitutional Treatment of Caries and Necrosis. By 
Hal C. Wyman, M.A., M.D. Taking the ground, in this’ 
paper, that, in children suffering from caries and necrosis, 
the digestion and assimilation of the starchy foods is the one 
principally at fault, Dr. Wyman reports the best results 


‘from the administration of Trommer’s Extract of Malt, which 


contains active diastase. He claims more rapid recovery than 
that gotten by the use of cod-liver oil and the hypophosphites, 

Proceedings of the Department of Superintendence of the 
National Educational Association, at its meeting in Washing- 
ton, March 6-8, 1889. Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1889. 

Transactions of the American Association of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists (Vol. II) for the Year 1889. Philadelphia; 
Wm. J. Dornan, Printer. 


The Medical Digest. 


MILK is said to be a good vehicle for acetanilid. 














SULPHONAL is said to be useful for night-sweats ; 
the dose being 7% grains. 





HumpHreys (Lancet) calculates the expulsive 
power of the uterus during labor at 82 Ibs. 





STEIN recommends giving salicylate of soda per 
rectum, when the stomach rejects it. 





FoR PUERPERAL ECLAMPSIA, Voit strongly re- 
commends opium narcosis, followed by chloroform, 
diaphoresis, and ending the labor quickly. 





OXYGEN IN PNEUMONIA.—J. M. Winfield (Brook- 
lyn Med. Jour.) reports several cases of acute pneu- 
monia, in which the patient was tided over the 
critical period by the use of inhalations of oxygen. 





TANNATE OF MERCURY is highly recommended 
by Petrini in syphilis. Two-thirds of a grain, once a 
day, is the dose. This has a flavor of the Dutch 
taking Holland, but there are asserted advantages 
about this salt, which does not readily salivate. 





GREENWOOD reports a case of obstinate diarrhoea 
in an adult, resisting other treatment, cured by the 
administration of periodate, gr. v, every four hours. 
Chronic gleet rapidly yielded to the same remedy, 
when given internally and used locally.—/Med. Press. 





MILES (Lancet) reports the case of a boy with an 
extensive burn, treated by a grafting with skin from 
a young puppy. In six weeks, the ulcer had entirely 
healed ; and after nine months there was scarcely any 
contraction; the skin was normal in color, temperature 
and sensation. © : Y Nt 
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‘Two Dresden physicians have given 3% ounces of 
Peruvian balsam in twenty-four days, without causing 
gastro-intestinal trouble or darkening the urine. Half 
an ounce was given on one day. If nephritis ensues, 
it is due to the impurity of the balsam. 





Briz says that hydrofluoric acid inhalations are 
very useful in whooping-cough. ‘Three or four in- 
halations are sufficient. A tablespoonful of the acid 
is added to two quarts of water, and used in any in- 
haler, renewing the liquid every three days, and giv- 
ing on alternate days. 





REFLEXES IN SECTION OF SPINAL CorD.—Bastian 
shows that total transverse section of the cord abol- 
- ishes the reflexes seated in the lumbar enlargement, 
instead of exaggerating them. The latter inference 
was the result of experiments upon animals, which 
appear to be inapplicable to the human race. 





THE Journal of the American Medical Association 
calls attention to the danger that the rapid transit 
between Europe and America, and the Eastern sea- 
ports and the West, may result in the immigration 
and neutralization of typhus fever. A number of 
cases occurred recently in New York, and one was 
treated in Philadelphia at the Medico-Chirurgical 
Hospital. 





CARDIAC INSUFFICIENCY WITH ABORTION.—The 
first factor is the enfeebled ventricle; the blood is 
drawn sluggishly from artery to vein; the capillary 
walls deteriorate, bulge, leak; -blood extravasates 
between the uterus and membranes, separating the 
ovum. ‘The indication is to spare the heart, by rest 
in bed ; and increase its nutrition, by good hygiene, 
liberal diet, stimulants and cardiac tonics.—Lancet. 





Pror. WINCKEL, of Munich, advises expectant 
treatment in cases of abortion. He is convinced that 
‘we should interfere only when the patient is suffering 
from a high temperature, hemorrhage or foul-smell- 
ing lochia. He objects to the routine curetting of the 
uterus after abortion, and never resorts to the curette 
until he has failed to remove the mass with the finger. 
Small particles of the decidua are removed by fre- 
quent intra-uterine douches.—/nter. Kl. Rundsch. 





FoRMULA FOR COCAINE.—M. Poinsot, Dental Re- 
view, gives formule for mixtures containing cocaine, 
which will not have the toxic effects sometimes no- 
ticed. Itis given for injections into the gums, but 
would, of course, answer for injections into — 
parts of the body as well. 


MIXTURE NO. I. 


Oleo-naphthine. ........... 50 centigrammes 

Oil of arachide............ 150 ba 

Pure cocaine. ....0.---eeee 5 oo 
MIXTURE NO. 2 

Oil of arachide...........- 66 centigrammes. 

‘Oleo-naphthine sevcccece os 33 is 

Pure cocaine. .......seeees 5 os 
MIXTURE NO, 3. 

Oleo-naphthine.......+.+ eves 


Pure cOCaINE ...s.ecccesececes 





PANAS, in a paper upon ouabaine and strophan- 
thine, gives the following conclusions : 

1. Ouabaine, endowed with anesthetic properties 
upon the rabbit, seems to have no action upon the — 
human eye. 

2. Strophanthine, superior to ouabaine in its action, 
should, by reason of its very active irritant proper- 
ties upon the human eye, give place to cocaine. Of 
local anesthetics, cocaine alone merits the favor of 
ophthalmologists.—Bull. de ? Acad. de Méd. 





TENOTOMY FOR TALIPES.— Young (American Jour- 
nal for Medical Sciences) summarizes a short paper 
upon this topic as follows: 1. Stretching should al- 
ways be first employed in cases seen early. 2. Mild 
cases should always be treated by stretching. 3. Pa- 
tients who object to the knife can be effectually cured 
by stretching ; but it requires alongertime. 4. A 
tenotomized tendon is as strong as one that has been 
stretched. 5. In severe cases, it is better to save time 
by tenotomy. 6. After treatment, to prevent relapse 
is quite as important as the operation itself. 





THE principal of a school for the blind in England 
refused to have his child vaccinated, giving as a 
reason that many of his pupils had lost their sight 
through vaccination. An official inquiry showed that 
out of 140 inmates, eight claimed to have lost their 
sight through vaccination. Seven of these were, how- 
ever, shown conclusively to be mistaken, the blind- 
ness being due to. other causes; while the only 
evidence concerning the eighth case lay in the asser- 
tions of a violent anti-vaccinationist. In two of the 
inmates, the blindness was proved to be due to small- 
pox; one never having been vaccinated, and the 
other having no vaccine mark.— Ait. Med. Jour. 





OREXIN HYDROCHLORATE (Provincial Medical 
Journal) is a new stomachic, stimulating the appe- 
tite, and increasing and accelerating digestion in the 
stomach. The salt occurs in colorless needles, readily 
soluble in water. The dose is about eight grains. . 
Four grains shortened the period of digesting white 
bread by half an hour; five grains equally hastened 
the digestion of meat. Free hydrochloric acid ap- 
peared an hour earlier when the remedy was taken. 
One or two doses daily suffice. It should be given 
in gelatin-coated pills, with much water. In doses 
of fifteen grains it produces giddiness, malaise, and 
fullness of the head. 





HypropHosiA.—Prof. Blumberg (Deutsch. Med. 
Zeit.) has lately investigated this disease, and has 
come to the following conclusions: A hyperzemia of 
the serous and mucous coats of the stomach is the 
most characteristic pathological condition, and, as a 
general thing, only foreign substances are found in 
the stomach. Frequently, a hypereemic condition of 
the brain and spinal cord is observed ; at times, anze- 
mia and cedema of the same organs. A low tem- 
perature—30° C.—renders the contagion inactive. 
‘Animals suffering from hydrophobia lose weight 
with great rapidity. The presence of bacteria in 





this disease is not yet satisfactorily proven, accord- 
ing to Blumberg. 
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IMMUNITY FROM TUBERCULOSIS.—Ransome (Brit. 
_ Med. Jour.) gives the following reasons for immunity: 
1. Difficulty of bacilli reaching ultimate air passages. 
2. Antagonism exerted by vital processes carried on 
in lungs—nascent oxygen and phagocyte corpuscles. 
Bollinger has shown that less than 800 bacilli injected 
into the peritoneum are not certain to cause the dis- 
ease; the probability of doing so decreasing as the 
number is lessened. The healthy tissues are then able 
to destroy a certain number of these organisms. The 
comparative immunity of Canadian cities has a sug- 
gested explanation in the theory that the bacilli may 
increase in virulence by a sojourn in media external 
to the body, in hot countries ; and the contrary may 
be the case in colder climates. 





SuURGEON- Major LAWRIE speaks favorably of anti- 
mony in small and frequent doses, in the treatment 
of inflammations. In the mucous enteritis of India, 
it arrests the diarrhoea and fever where nothing else 
will. In typhoid fever it increases the pulse-rate and 
slightly lowers the blood-pressure. The dose recom- 
mended is one-sixteenth grain, hourly. 

Dr. Lawrie is doubtless right in saying that anti- 
mony only depresses the heart, at least seriously, 
when pushed so as to cause its own peculiar nausea 
and diarrhcea. But in view of the splendid results of 
treatment by cold baths and intestinal antiseptics, 
the return to antimony must betoken a very different 
state of affairs in India to what we see here. 





EXCRETION BY THE STOMACH OF MORPHINE IN- 
JECTED HyYPODERMICALLY. — Dr. Alt, of Halle 
(Deutsch. Med. Zeit.), has lately experimented with 
dogs, in order to discover the fate of morphine in- 
jected hypodermically, and the results of his experi- 
ments are most valuable. He finds that morphine is 
present in the stomach three minutes after it is in- 
jected hypodermically ; that it is excreted by the 
stomach for about thirty minutes, and at the end of 
an hour has disappeared again. Nausea comes on 
as soon as the morphine is excreted by the stomach, 
and this nausea can be avoided by washing out the 
stomach. The practical application of these ex- 
periments is plain. If dangerous symptoms super- 
vene after a hypodermic injection of morphine, wash 
out the stomach immediately, and continue doing so 
until the symptoms abate. Also, in cases of death 
supposed to be due to morphine hypodermically in- 
jected, the stomach and bowels are the places to 
‘look for the morphine, and not the blood. 





TAKING into consideration our present knowledge, 
it appears that when a catheter patient has got into 
such a state that the frequent use of the instrument 
renders life burdensome, the bladder should be opened 
above the pubes. By this means, the organ can be 
completely explored, drained and rested afterward. 
Af any intravesical prostatic tumor is found, much 
must depend upon its size. If very large, it had bet- 
ter be removed. When the growth is small, especially 
when a stone is résponsible for nearly all the vesical 
misery, I should advise any one to hesitate before 








opening the prostatic capsule and enucleating the 
lobes. Also, when an elderly man, who leads a 
tolerably comfortable life by passing his catheter even 
as often as every three hours, but who is anxious to 
be relieved altogether of his offending prostate, ap- 
plies to the surgeon, I should still advise him to 
hesitate. Prostatectomy is a dangerous operation, 
only necessary in men already in broken health, and 
uncertain, even in cases of recovery, of being followed. 


‘by release from the need of using the catheter. 


—Brown, in British Medical Journal. 





‘TREATMENT OF SATYRIASIS AND NYMPHOMANIA.— 
The treatment of satyriasis and nymphomania con- 
sists chiefly in the removal of irritation of the sexual © 
apparatus, the administration of anaphrodisiac reme- 
dies, and attempts to restrain sexual excesses, or to 
break the habit of masturbation, as the case may be. 
Where there is actual organic disease, the case is 
likely to be found incurable in the majority of in- 
stances, particularly if the structural disease involves 
the nervous center. In women, the extirpation of 
the ovaries, or the procedure of Mr. Baker Brown, 
clitoridectomy may be performed. Howe recom- 
mends the application of the actual cautery to the 
back of the neck. Basing this treatment upon the 
theory that the disease takes its origin in over-escita- 
tion of the nerve fibers of the cerebellum, or some of 
the ganglia in the neighborhood, he also suggests 
blisters and setons to answer the same purpose. Dry 
cupping to the nucha is also serviceable. Means to 
restore the general health are always indicated. In 
the severe cases of the maniacal form of excessive 
sexual desire, the asylum is usually our only recourse. 

—Lydston, in Western Medical Reporter. 





Firty OVARIOTOMIES IN JAPAN are reported by 
Drs. Omon and Ikeda, of Fuknoka. They practice 
strict antisepsis, using even a spray of 2 per cent. 
carbolic acid in the room. ' Patients are prepared by 
santonine and castor oil during the last two or three 
days, because most Japanese harbor lumbricoids. 
They are bathed on the day preceding and on the 
day of the operation, and supplied with clean cloth- 
ing. The operating chamber—consisting of wood — 
and glass walls, and asphalt floor—is irrigated thor- 
oughly, and instruments boiled an hour and placed 
in a 2 percent. carbolized solution. Dermoid cysts. 
are extremely common—32 per cent. of the entire 
number. They insure diagnosis by a Pravaz syringe, 
with which they claim to have punctured the preg- 
nant uterus five times without the slightest damage. 
The pedicle was always tied with silk, and dropped. 
Eleven cases were double. Operation lasted from 
eight minutes to one hour and thirty-five minutes. 
No food nor drink on the first day; milk and eggs 
on the second day. Dressings were changed if tem- 
perature was high. One death occurred among 
forty-seven cases; the other three were not com- 
pleted operations. The cases are given in detail, 
and reflect.much credit upon our Eastern gyne- 
cologists.—Berl. Klin. Wochenschrift. 
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Medical News and Miscellany 





MEASLEs is epidemic in Minneapolis. 


THE Iowa State Society meets at Des Moines, April 
16th. 


BELLEVUE Hospital Alumni hold their reunion on 

4 April 8 and 9. 

It is said that 150 dentists in Philadelphia are 
practising illegally. 

q LUMINOUS paint is composed of roasted oyster- 

shells and sulphur. 


RHODE ISLAND’s Legislature is struggling with a 
Medical Practice Bill. 


‘THE Association Hospital at New York has changed 
its name to St. Marks. 


Dr. C. TURNBULL has gone to Lancewood, N. J., 
to get well of the grip. . 


Souts CaRoLina’s Examining Board passed twelve 
candidates out of eighteen. 


THE Medical College of Ohio announces an exten- 
sion of the course to four years. 


DoNATION Day at St. Joseph’s Hospital netted the 
management over $2,000 in cash. 


Dr. C. D. PALMER has been elected President of 
the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine. 


THE Illinois State Medical Society will meet on 
May 6, as also will the Missouri Society. 


OVER twelve thousand pounds of diseased meat 
was seized in Edinburgh during February. 


THE Edinburgh Fever Hospital has discontinued 
the allowance of beer to its nurses and servants. 


In Manchester a woman has been sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment for lampooning her physician. 


In Lyons a private tutor endeavored to pass the 
medical examinations in place of his pupil, but was 
detected. 


THE Westminster Hospital (London) has forbid- 
-den entertainments, on the ground that they ‘‘ upset 
the patients.’’ 


A new home for aged Episcopalians is to be 
‘founded. It is to be known as ‘‘The House of Rest 
for the Aged.”’ 


In Great Britain one person in every 1,500 is blind, 
and one-third of these owe their blindness to ophthal- 
mia neonatorum. 


LONDON physicians complain that extracts from 


their published works are made to do duty as endorse- 
- ments of nostrums. 


Dr. RoBERT NEWMAN, 68 West Thirty-sixth street, 
New York, has arranged special excursion trips for 
the Berlin Congress. 

H. AuGustus WILSON, M.D., has been elected lec- 
‘turer on orthopedic surgery by the Woman’s Medical 
College, and commenced his course on March 20. 






during typhoid fever. ; 










































A NEw crematory is to be built in Paris, which will 
do its work in less than an hour, 


CHLOROFORM at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Lon- 
don, caused ten deaths in ten years, and 12,368 cases. 
Ether was given 14,581 times, with three deaths. 


THE Hyderabad Chloroform Commission caused a 
great scare in that city, as it was believed by the 
ignorant that human beings were utilized in the ex- 
periments. 


Amonc the railroad employees in France, those 
who were confined to the offices suffered from the influ- 
enza much more than those whose duties kept them 
in the open air. 


THE Missouri Medical College, Starling College, 
Columbus, Ohio, and Hospital College, Louisville, 
Ky., have advanced their requirements to three terms, 
in separate years. 


NEUMANN reports the finding of living typhoid 
bacilli in the urine in eleven cases. The urine, as 
well as the feeces, should be thoroughly disinfected 


RESIDENCE in India does not appear conducive to 
the development ofstamina. A young Eurasian lad at 
Rangoon fell dead from fright, on hearing the rum- 
bling of a mail car behind him. 


At the Bombay University examination for the 
M.D. degree, two candidates presented themselves, 
and both failed. This, we believe, is the lowest per- 
centage of successful examinations yet given. 


A COURSE iy massage and Swedish movements will 
begin at the Movement Cure Hall of Dr. Benjamin 
Lee, 1532 Pine street, Philadelphia, on Tuesday, 
April 1, 1890, at 2:30 P.M. Fee for the course, $100. 


THE Virginia Legislature has passed a bill forthe 
inspection of meat brought from a distance of one 
hundred miles or more; in other words, Chicago 
beef is to be inspected, while the home production is 
free. 


VIsITors at a hospital: ‘‘ Janitor, what do you do 
with the limbs that are amputated?’ ‘‘ Well, Marsa, 
to tell the troof, we most in giner’ly saves ’em a day 
or two, and den we buries ’um wid de bodies.”’ 

—Jester. 


.~ THE Bengal Cinchona Plantation contains nearly 
five millions of trees. Last year’s crop‘amounted to 
373,100 pounds of dry bark, and the net profit for™ . 
the year amounted to 27,844 rupies. 

—Indian Medical Gazette. 


THE French savans who went to Australia to try 
Pasteur’s method upon-the rabbits have returned, 
stating that the Australian authorities obstructed 
their work to such an extent that they were unable 
to give a fair test to the theory. 


THE Missouri Medical College has acquired the 
St. Louis Post-Graduate School. Drs. Spencer, ‘Glas- 
gow and Englemann have joined the faculty of the 
Medical College, and Drs. Hermann, Steele and Gam- 








ble have become clinical professors. 
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AN officer in Italy, who had been hypnotized at a 
public séance, became almost insane. He would 
have attacks of spontaneous hypnotism when at- 
tracted by any shining object; and once, when fol- 
lowing a carriage with bright lamps, came near losing 
his life. 

THE students of Durham University have been 
discussing the effects of swearing. One held that it 
was beneficial when used in moderation, that the 
oaths as now used have no profane or evil intent, and 
that swearing is preferable to smashing furniture or 
abusing friends. 


In England a carman died from injury, and when 
the autopsy was made, a knife blade was found pro- 
truding through the temporal bone to the depth of 
aninch. The blade passed between the convolutions. 
It had been there a long time, as the bone had healed 
on the surface, leaving no mark. 


FORMULA FOR SOMNAL.— 


R.—Somnal............... 3 ij ss. 
Aque destillat............ 3 Xj Mxv. 
Ext. glycyrrhize fl ......... 3 Vv. 


M.—S. One-fifth part at bed time. 
—Radlauer. 


THE cost in human life that England has paid for 
India may be appreciated by the fact that in 1865 a 
discharged soldier applied for a refunding of the sum 
stopped from his pay when he came to India, to pro- 
vide for his burial expenses. The probability of 
death, even at that late date, was so great that the 
government was compelled to take this action. 


During the week ending March 22, the causes of 
death reported in Philadelphia were as follows: 


PEINBIB oS gs ey ede Hom: ue 88% 60 
Piheumionia 0 6 ss ee 51 
Heart disease. ........... 22 
Inflammation ofstomach and bowels.. 18 
Inflammation of brain ....... 15 
ORGS aera irra | 
Typhoid fever ........... 14 
Convulsions... ........... 14 
Bronchitis .. ......-.8088-6 13 
Wpoplery oo ee 12 
Congestion of brain. ........ 12 
PRGTAOUINS os a. wa og ws II 
LO re et ce a a 10 
Congestion of lungs. ........ Io 
Total from all causes ........ 446 
Respiratory diseases. ........ 147 


THE SPRING HatcH.— 


Atlanta Medical College, Atlanta, Ga........... 51 
College Physicians and Surgeons Keokuk, Ia... 61 
Georgia Eclectic College, Atlanta, Ga. ......... 16 
Howard University, Washington, D. C.......... 26 
Medical College of Ohio, Cincinnati, O......... gI 
Miami Medical College, Cincinnati, O .... .... 31 
College of Medicine and Surgery, Cincinnati, O., 22 
Pulte Medical College, Cincinnati,O. ....... 16 
Ensworth Medical College, St. Joseph, Mo...... 14 
Woman’s Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa.... 40 
Kansas City Medical College, Kansas City, Mo.. 16 
Iowa College P. and S., Des Moines, Ia. ..... “4 


Western Reserve Medical College, Cleveland, O., 30 
Long Island College Hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 57 


To Contributors and Correspondents. 


ALL articles to be published under the head of original 
matter must be contributed to this journal alone, to insure 
their acceptance; each article must be accompanied by a 
note stating the conditions under which the author desires 
its insertion, and whether he wishes any reprints of the same. 
Letters and communications, whether intended for publi- 
cation or not, must contain the writer’s name and address, 
not necessarily for publication, however. Letters asking for 
information will be answered privately or through the columns 
of the journal, according to their nature and the wish of the 
writers. 


The secretaries of the various medical societies will confer 
a favor by sending us the dates of meetings, orders of ex- 
ercises, and other matters of special interest connected there- 
with. Notifications, news, clippings, and marked newspaper 
items, relating to medical matters, personal, scientific, or pub- 
lic, will be thankfully received and published as space allows. 


Address all communications to 1725 Arch Street. 








Army, Navy & Marine Hospital Service. 





Official List of Changes in the Stations and Duties of Officers 
serving in the Medical Department, U.S. Army, from 
March 9, 1890, to March 24, 1890. 


Headquarters, Department of Dakéta, St. Paul, Minn., 
March 7, 1890. Leave of absence for one month is granted 
First Lieutenant Edward R. Morris, Assistant-Surgeon, Fort 
Shaw, Mont. Par. 1,S. O. 28, Dept. of Dakota, March 7, 
1890. 

By direction of the Secretary of War, Captain James L, 
Powell, Assistant-Surgeon, is relieved from duty at Fort Sup- 
ply, Indian Territory, to take effect at the expiration of his 
present leave of absence, and will report in person to the 
commanding officer, Fort Randall, South Dakota, for duty at 
that post, and by letter to the commanding general, Depart- 
ment of Dakota, Par. 8, S. O. 56, A. G. O., March 8, 1890. 

By direction of the-Secretary of War, Captain Rudolph G. 
Ebert, Assistant-Surgeon, now on sick-leave of absence, is 
relieved from his present station, Fort Pembina, N. D., and 
will report in person to the commanding officer, Angel Island, 
Cal., for duty at that station. Par. 1, S. 0.57, A.G.0., 
March Io, 1890. 

The leave of absence for seven days, granted Captain W. 
B. Davis, Assistant-Surgeon, by Orders No. 9, Fort Preble, 
Me, March 7, 1890, is hereby extended ten days. Par. 6,S. O. 
58, Division of the Atlantic, March 12, 1890. 

Leave of absence for one month, with permission to apply 
for an extension of fifteen days, is granted First Lieutenant 
N.S. Jarvis, Assistant-Surgeon. Par. 1.S. O. 34, Hdqrs. Dept. 
of the Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Kan., March 20, 1890. ~ 

By direction of the Secretary of War, permission is granted 


geon, to the Army and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, for treatment therein. Par. 6, S. O., A. G. O., 
March 21, 1890. 


Official List of Changes of Stations and Duties of Medical 
Officers of the U.S. Marine Hospital Service from 
March 3, 1890, to March 24, 1890. 


days. March 11, 1890. 

DEVAN, S. C., Passed Assistant-Surgeon. To proceed to 
Erie, Pa., as Inspector. March 12, 1890. 

HEATH, F. C., Assistant-Surgeon. To proceed to Cleveland, 
Ohio, for temporary duty. March 18, 1890. 

Stimpson, W. G., Assistant-Surgeon. Commissioned As- 





University of Louisville, Ky.................-. 145 
Starling Medical College, Columbus, O......... 39 
Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, Ill...... 100 


_ Indiana Eclectic College, Indianapolis, Ind .... 





sistant-Surgeon, March 11, 1890. Assigned to temporary duty 
at New York, N. Y. March 13, 1890. 


for the admission of Capt. Marcus E. Taylor, Assistant-Sur- . 


LONG, W. H., Surgeon. Leave of absence extended five - 
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Medical Index. 


A weekly list of the more important and practical articles 
appearing in the contemporary foreign and domestic medical 
journals. 








Atresia of the vagina, on, Madden. Provincial Med. Journal. 

Artificial attachment of detached iris, Morrison. Weekly 
Med. Review, March 8, 1890. 

Acute thoracic diseases in children, three cases of, simulating 
meningitis, Morris. Boston Med. Surg. Jour., March 13, ’go. 

Another twelve months of peritoneal surgery, Byford. Jour. 
Amer. Med. Ass’n, March 15, 1899. 

Ala cinerea, notes on the, Brill. N.Y. Med. Jour., March 15, ’9o. 

Artificial drum-membrane, the, as a curative agent, Spencer. 
Med. Age, March 10, 1890. 

Accouchement sans souffrance, de la, Fanton. Archives de 
Tocologie, Fév., 1890. 

Casuistry in obstetrics, Parvin. Journal Amer. Medical Ass’n. 

Chronic rheumatic sore throat, Ingals. Med. News, March 15,’90. 

Conservative treatment of inflammatory diseases of the uterine 
appendages and sequele by electricity, Goelet. Annals of 
Gynecology, Feb., 1890. 

Clinical provings of iodoform, Dixon. N. E. Med. Monthly. 

Chemins de fer et évacuations, Cazal. Archives de Médicine 
et de Pharmacie, Mars, 1890. 

Curettage utérin dans les accidents consécutifs 4 l’accouche- 
ment et a la fausse couche, Borel. Archivés de Tocologie. 
Diabetes mellitus, four cases of, Brayton. Ind. Med. Journal. 
Dislocation of the hip-joint, an experimental study of, 
Brackett. Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., March 13, 1890. 
Drainage of pulmonary cavity with a rib-cutter, devised for 
the operation, Denison. Journal of the Amer. Med. Ass’n. 
Drainage in abdominal and pelvic surgery, Price. Med. News. 
Deux épidémies de fiévre typhoide, étude sur, observées a la 
caserne Riquiers 4 Nice, Arnaud. Archives de Médicine. 
Death in young children during administration of chloroform, 

report of two cases of, Sherman. Med. Rec., March 15, ’go. 
Epidemic influenza, presenting strange features, Wright. /dzd. 
Evolution of the local venereal diseases, Lydston. Jdzd. 
Erysipelas, operative treatment of, Meyer. dz. 
Enseignement des sourds-muets, Coritoux. Revue de Lar. 
Extra-uterine gestation, Duncan. Lancet, 
Ectopic pregnancy, treatment of, Wathen. N. Y. Med. Jour. 
Epidemic influenza in infants, two fatal cases of, Keeley. 0. 
Feecal extravasation into the peritoneal cavity, a case of, 
Cripps. British Medical Journal, March 1, 1890. 
Face presentations, Green. N. E. Med. Monthly, March, ’go. 
Fracture of the patella, treatment of, Beach. Med. Rec. 
Gynecology, aims and progress, Routh. Prov. Med. Jour. 
Glaucoma, fulminous, after extraction of cataract with iridec- 
tomy, Keyser. Jour. Amer. Med. Ass’n, March 15, 1890. 
Gangrene of intestine, Penrose. Med. News. 
Gangréne totale du pénis par infiltration d’urine, Lejars. La 
France Médicale, 7 Mars, 1890. 
Hydrophobia, Robin. New Orleans Med. and Surg. Jour. 
Hemorrhoids, Shelton. Kansas City Med. Rec., March, ’go. 
Lichen ruber, Woodward. Pac. Med. Jotr., March, 1890." 
Left lumbar colotomy, Peters. Canadian Practitioner. 
Eegal aspects of vivisection, Beck. Med. News, March 15, ’go. 
La Grippe at the Hospital for the Insane, Sinclair. Maritime 
Med. News, March, 1890. 
Melancholia, Wiltrout. N. W. Lancet, March 1, 1890. - 
Mitroy lectures on the etiology and prevention of phthisis, 
extracts from, Ransome. British Med. Jour., March 1, 1890. 
Mortality from hydrophobia in England and Wales from 1837 
to 1888, Dolan. Provincial Med. Jour., March 1, 1890. 
Movable kidney, surgical treatment of, with report of four 
nephrorrhaphies, McCosh. N. Y. Med. Jour., March 15, ’go. 
Old mastoid abscesses treated by free drainage and tinct. iodine 
applied to abscess cavity, Lockwood. Marit. Med. News. 
Observations on statement with reference to respiration, Hins- 
dale. N. Y. Med. Jour., March 15, 1890. 
Operative methods, as illustrated by the history of ovariotomy 
in America, McMurtry. Med. News, March 15, 1890. 


Orbital tumor from mucous distension of the frontal sinus, re-- 

marks on, Williams. The Lancet, March 1, 1890. 

Optic neuritis, Coggin. Amer. Journal of Ophthalmology. 

Pre-Columbian syphilis in-the Western Hemisphere, Brihl. ‘ 

Cincinnati Lancet-Clinic, March 8, 1890. 

Poliomyelitis anterior acuta, Deahofe. Jour. Am. Med. Ass’n. 

Progressive facial herniatrophy with some unusual symptoms, 

Sachs. Med. Rec., March 15, 1890. 

Physométrie d’origine non-putride pendant le travail embry-. 

otomie, Gallois, Arch. de Tocologie, Fév., 1890. 

Renal calculi, Page. Ind. Med. Jour., March, 1890. 

Supra-pubic cysotomy, Vander Veer. Med. News, March 1, ’go, 

Some antiseptic precautions during attendance upon con. ” 

tagious diseases, Worthrup. Med. Rec., March 1, 1890. 

Syphilis du larynx, un cas irrégulier de, Ficano. Revue de 

Laryngologie, d’Otologie et de Rhinologie, 15 Fév., 1890. 

Surveillance du lait et des vaches laitiéres, de la, Veyssiére 

La Normandie Médicale, 15 Fév., 1890. 

Storia degli studi moderni sulla causa della infezione mala- 
rica. La Rif. Med., 8 Feb., 1890. 

Scolioses dans les neuralgies malignes, Brissaud. Arch. de Neur. 

Sulla etiologia dei tumori maligni, Masucci. Giornale Med. 

Shall we discard the pessary ? Haynes. Southern Cal. Pract, 

Selereina and |cedema neonatorum, remarks on, Ballantyne. 
British Med. Jour., Feb. 22, 1890. ; ‘ 

Subcuticular suture, on, Franks. did. 

Sulphonal in chorea, Jeffries. Med. News, March 15, 1890. 

Subinvolution of the uterus, Crowell. Kansas City Med. Rec. 

Sécrétion mammaire d’origine inconnue, note sur un cas de, 
Perez. Archives de Tocologie, Fév., 1890. 

Traitement préventif de l’ophtalmie purulente des nouveau- 
nés, Puech. bid. 

Troubles visuels dus a la présence d’un tenia, Guiot. L’année- 
Médicale, 15 Fév, 1890. 

Transmissibilité de la tuberculose par 1’embouchure des in- 
struments de musique, dela, Maljean. Archives de Médicine 
et de Pharmacie, Mars, 1890. 

Typhoid fever in a young child, confounded with tuberculous. 
meningitis, Ollivier. Med. Age, March Io, 1890. 

Tumors of the optic nerve, with report of two original cases, 
Ayres. Journal of the Amer. Med. Ass’n, March 8, 1890. 
The oddness of gonorrhceal rheumatism, Morris. Med. Mirror. 
Tuberculosis of the skin, Shoemaker. Jour. Cut. and Genito- 

Urin. Diseases, March, 1890. 

Transmission of disease, McGee. Cleveland Med. Gazette. 

Turpentine in typhoid fever, notes ou the use of, Word. Med. 
News, March 8, 1890. i 

Trephining for traumatic epilepsy, a case of, Hoegh. bid. 

Trombosis cardiacze, uncaso de. El Investigador Medico. 

Tracts degenerating. secondarily to lesions of the cortex 
cerebri, Sherrington. Jour. of Physiol., Jan., 1890. 

Typhoid bacillus in milk and water, and the production of 
putrescine and typho-toxine, Rademaker. Amer. Pract. and 
News, Feb. 22, 1890. __- e 

Teeth and oral cavity of pregnant women, Marshall. Jour. 
Amer. Med. Ass’n, Feb. 22, 2890. 

The unexpected in drunkenness, a study of inebriate respon- 
sibility, Wright. The Alienist and Neurologist, Jan., 1890, 

Traumatic and septic fevers, Hamilton. Med. Mirror, Jan., ’90. 

Tuberculosis, treatment of, Smith. Med. News, Feb. 15, 1890. 

‘Trephining for extra-aural hemorrhages, Deaver. 67d. 

Te etiology of cholera, Hehir. Ind. Med. Gaz., Dec., 1889. 
Tuberculosis of both testicles, a case of, with unusual symp- 
toms, Riesmeyer. St. Louis Courier of Med., Feb., 1890. 

Three peritoneal sections performed upon the same patient. » 
within nine months, Byford. West. Med. Rep., Feb., ’go. 

Tubercular disease of joints, treatment of, Croft The Lancet, 
Feb. 8, 1890. 

Tubercular disease of the kidney, case of, MacCormac. did. 

Ulcération sublinguale, indépendante de la coqueluche, 
Comby. La France Méd., Fév., 12 1890. 

Utility of massage, on the, in the treatment of diseases of 
some of the abdominal organs, Thomas. The Lancet, 
Feb. 22, 1890. 

Uremic convulsions during pregnancy, a case of, Sabine. 
Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., March 6, 1890. 

Uterine curette, remarks on the use of the, Chase. N. Y. 
Medical Journal, March 8, 1890. 

Villous tumors of the-bladder, a study of. Med. News. 

Verwendbarkeit der von den Dynamomaschinen erzeugten 





Electricitat zu medicinischen Zwecken, Brése. Central- 
blatt, 22 Feb., 1890. ; 
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THE TIMES AND REGISTER. 








Our English exchanges discuss the question of the | 
possibility of distinguishing ‘“‘high and low born 
blood”’ by the aid of the microscope. The Hospital 

' Gazette suggests that before this degree of microscopic 
excellence has been attained, the examination craze 
will be over and caste distinctions a thing of the past. 


Epirors, as a rule, are kind-hearted and liberal. 
An exchange tells of a subscriber who died and left 
fourteen years’ subscription unpaid. The editor ap- 
peared at the grave, as the lid was being screwed on 

. for the last time, and put in a linen duster, a ther- 
mometer, a palm leaf fan and a recipe for making 
ice.—Alabama Age. 


THE ‘“‘high-priestess of anti-vivisectionists’’ has 
raised her voice in a prolonged whoop over the 
cruelty of the Rational Dress Association in tight- 
lacing a guinea-pig for experimental purposes. Her 
objection is apparently aimed at the interference with 
the rights of the sex to distort and injure their bodies 
at their own sweet will, as the animal was laced for 
but -five hours, and was all this time under anzs- 
thetics. A few more such instances of folly and anti- 
vivisection will be no more. 


WE are shocked to see in one of our homceopathic 
exchanges the following evidence of the writer’s 
studies in forbidden magic: ‘‘Observe the corps de 
ballet, and you will see legs stupid and legs intelli- 
gent, legs coarse and legs refined, legs of every par- 
ticular character and legs of no particular character. 
Look at the limbs of the matchless Sara ; they fairly 
sparkle with intelligence.”’ 

Should his wife get hold of this, he will wish he 
had stuck to apis mel. 








THERE are a good many ways of doing business in this 
, town, legitimate and illegitimate, but the one of the latter 
class that seems to have found especial favor and with some 
houses of distinction, is that in which imitation is the princi- 
palelement. This imitation is the most exasperating sort of 
competition ; it is seldom sincere; it does not strive to repro- 
duce the good qualities which have contributed to the success 
of its prototype; its products are base, spurious, fraudulent. 
They attract attention by the closeness of their superficial re- 
semblance to some celebrated original, and these catch-penny 
devices quickly undermine works that are the result of large 
expenditures of time, labor, money and brain power. The 
imitation itself can endure but for a day, yet during its short 
life it works incalculable mischief. 
' The above facts have been particularly impressed upon my 
mind by the persistent and widespread efforts made by commer- 
cial counterfeiters to appropriate to themselves the credit and 
profit due to the great work done by the Dr. Jaeger’s Sanitary 
Woolen System Co. 
Dr. Jaeger, I believe it can truly be said, was the first man 
to formulate a scientific system of clothing the human body, in 
- sickness or in health, at all 
seasons and in all climates. 
Briefly stated, Dr. Jaeger 
shows us, by this system, 
that we should clothe our- 
selves throughout in woolen 
fabric, every form of vege- 
table fiber being scrupulously 
excluded. And he has suc- 
ceeded in proving to the 
satisfaction of a good many 
people who are quite compe- 
tent to judge, that wool alone 


: ; is fitted to the requirements 
Wool Fibers Magnified 485 amaters: of the human body. Vege- 





Before these theories were made public, we had been empir- 
ically reaching out for some sort of hygienic underwear. The 
workingman, and in some cases the athlete, blindly struggled 
toward a solution of the problem by wearing flannel garments 
next theskin ; experience taught them that after arduous exer- 
tion they were not chilled while cooling off, if they were clothed 
in this way. The rheumatic adopted red flannel, and derived 
benefit from it, not as he supposed, by reason of ‘‘medicated ”’ 
dyes, but because he had clothed himself with wool. 

The main tenets which Dr. Jaeger held were, that all the vir- 

tues possessed by wool lay in the wool itself, and in the weav- 
ing of it in the ‘‘stockinet’’ form, and that these virtues were 
nearly nullified if substances other than wool entered into the 
composition of a garment, or if it was made into the conven- 
tional cloth. 
' The imitators not only concede the soundness of the Jaeger 
doctrines by their imitations, but virtually admit the superi- 
ority of the Jaeger goods by offefing their wool and cotton 
mixtures as ‘‘ Jaeger’? underwear, even after they have been 
analyzed and proved to be adulterated in the proportion of 
from 15 to 75 per cent. 

Many advertise ‘‘sanitary”’ 
“hygienic,” or ‘‘health”’ 
underwear; ‘‘underwear 
made upon the system of Dr. 
Jaeger ;’?orthey usenames 2% 
fortheir goods which sound or 
look so much like ‘‘Jaeger,”’ 
that many people are de- 
ceived by them. z 

Some concerns, it is true, 
do not attempt to imitate the 
Jaeger trade marks, but they : ie 
do claim that their goods Cotton Fibers Magnified 
are fully equal to, or better 485 Diameters. 
than the Jaeger, and their employees sometimes use unworthy 
menas to prove their claim. As an instance of this, a lady 
tells me that while looking at children’s undergarments, at 
a certain well known dry goods house not long ago, she 
spoke of the Jaeger goods. The salesman assured her that 
the garments he was showing her were much superior to 
the Jaeger, and for the very reason which she had learned to 
believe was a proof of inferiority—that is because they contain 
cotton. He also related that only a short time before, a per- 
son had brought to him some Jaeger underwear, which, as he 
graphically described it, had milled up so in washing that it 
was hard and stiff enough to stand alone. 

Desiring information on this subject, I appealed toa friend 
whose scientific knowledge and ability make him an ee 

He asked at once, when I had related the clerk’s remark, 
‘“‘ Did he show the lady who told you this, the Jaeger goods 
which had milled up so that they would stand alone ?’’ I told 
him, ‘“‘No.’? And he said, ‘‘ Of course he did not, and never 
could do it, because he had none to show.”’ 

He added, however, that the tendency to shrink inhered in 
every woolen garment, and that Dr. Jaeger states the condi- 
tions under which this tendency takes effect, and defines the 
treatment by which it may be kept in abeyance, or reduced 
to a minimum. 

But a more serious form of competition is that which has 
been carried on by several leading concerns, who have adver- 
tised underwear made upon the system of Dr. Jaeger, and 
whose clerks have not hesitated to assure purchasers that their 
underwear was absolutely unadulterated wool; ‘‘every fibre 
of it was wool.” 





oe b 


It is not so easy to detect 
the presence of cotton in so- 
called all ‘‘woolen’’ fabrics 
7 as it was some years ago. 
Then, separate threads of 
cotton and wool were 
g woven together. If these 
were unravelled and held in 
a flame, the absence of the 
animal odor, so perceptible 
when wool is burned, quickly 
determined the presence of 
cotton in the fabric. Now- 

1 & a-days, the cotton and wool 

Mixture of Cotton and Wool Fibers 4° carded together, and each 

Magnified 485 Diameters. thread is made of the mixture. 
Goods composed in this way have usually, as stated above, 
from 15 to 75 per cent. of cotton in their composition. 









table fibers of every description are repudiated “by oo aeger 
as unscientific, and, not simply innocuous, but harmful. 


[Continued on page xiv.] 
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